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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SIMPSON).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 20, 2005.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MICHAEL K.
SIMPSON to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God, today as the 109th
Congress welcomes the President and
Vice President for the Inauguration,
the American people pray for the three
branches of this government. May they
work together for prosperity and peace
and security.

We join our voices with the prayer
once said by Thomas Jefferson: ‘‘Al-
mighty God, You have given us this
good land for our heritage. We humbly
beseech You that we may always prove
ourselves a people mindful of Your
favor and glad to do Your will.”

Bless our land and bless all those who
serve in public service. Bless the gov-
ernment that it may be with the people
and for the people now and forever.
Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. KLINE)
come forward and lead the House in the

Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KLINE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the Speaker
signed the following enrolled bill on
Thursday, January 6, 2005:

H.R. 241, to accelerate the income tax
benefits for charitable cash contribu-
tions for the relief of victims of the In-
dian Ocean tsunami.

———

APPOINTMENT AS MEMBER TO
JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 15 United States Code 1024(a),
and the order of the House of January
4, 2005, the Chair announces the Speak-
er’s appointment of the following Mem-
ber of the House to the Joint Economic
Committee:

Mr. SAXTON of New Jersey.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON.
NANCY PELOSI, DEMOCRATIC
LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable NANCY
PELOSI, Democratic Leader:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
OFFICE OF THE DEMOCRATIC LEADER,
January 19, 2005.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives,

Washington, DC.
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to section
703(c) of the Public Interest Declassification

Act of 2000 (50 U.S.C. 435 note), I hereby ap-
point David Skaggs of Colorado, to the Pub-
lic Interest Declassification Board for an ini-
tial 2-year term.
Best regards,
NANCY PELOSI.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces that on January 19,
2005, the Speaker delivered to the Clerk
a letter listing Members in the order in
which each shall act as Speaker pro
tempore under clause 8(b)(3) of rule 1.

———

RECALL DESIGNEE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker of the House
of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 19, 2005.
Hon. JEFF TRANDAHL,
Clerk of the House,
The Capitol, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CLERK: Pursuant to House Con-
current Resolution 1, and also for purposes of
such concurrent resolutions of the current
Congress as may contemplate my designa-
tion of Members to act in similar cir-
cumstances, I hereby designate Representa-
tive DeLay to act jointly with the Majority
Leader of the Senate or his designee, in the
event of my death or inability, to notify the
Members of the House and the Senate, re-
spectively, of any reassembly under any such
concurrent resolution. In the event of the
death or inability of that designee, the alter-
nate Members of the House listed in a letter
placed with the Clerk are designated, in
turn, for the same purposes.

Sincerely,
J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
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