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The Purple Heart: Background and Issues for Congress
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The Purple Heart: Background and Issues for Congress

Introduction

Requirements for military awards and decoration
in military, political, or social conditions <c a
military awards. These c¢chandgeswittchn & ett e rbaen sc ogmr toru
Conghecsosnsidered several pieces of legislation t
receive the Purple Heart, and under what condit

The wars in Iraq and Af ghanistan hbaecwes grreecaetilvyi nig
the Purpldaddewetlt]l aawvartdhe potential conditions u:
Increasingly acknowledged conditiomntsr,a usmuacthi cas t
stress disorder (PT9bPherasvwalls awshidec dépidoyedn
questions as to when a serviadmemBFboaddddgrots a
servicemeMalraemse raotf fai cga waeld ear ve@lcaetntt amroo ga, TN,

agairnompted queappbusngbohe Purple Heart to terr

Veterans groups often voice their views when Co
to expand eligibility for the Purplcece ldlembbar. The
who acquires PTSD may not always deserve the sa
wounded in Awhi¢etotbembatcontend that these medi
servicemembers just as muabktdwangpleyfsfieacald ionnj usreire
lives. Determining which actquadfdered iecvieangt s mak
Purple Heart, and whet her expanding eligibility
earned the awardpntarefcohtendebasecel eme

Alt houghh®@engr asdmtnginlail lyy alweafrtd r exadvee ment s t o
br anttcthe Constitution does altown€Cenpressptompted
c hawn gre gelridgiinbgi l ity fOnr BDdhee Amae@ork®tHe 2P a s s ed

Carl Levin ‘“BundMddEBeovamr dN&Pt i onal De {f NiDAAA) Aut hor i z a t
Fiscal YeftSi7ffl 3 he NDA-A xfpoard dFi 2ilyliéld ¢ fyi ning what

should be consifdereidgmnt at t”"éoiks pbyopgseszotfi dret e
eligibility fAsr at vy @ sRoult g Ime mHbecarrst .wtohlel @ & d and kil
shoofnnfksttl,en dooertkt, HPRO e r T Xawar diedl0 Phrapd ei He ar t
subsaquattacks including the shooting at Naval
Congressiohttdbmrefiffiec qgquestions about Purple Heart
especially when eligibility r uilkeesl ¢ htam gien ¢ rTehacs e
servicemembers return from conflict sagaarionund t he
changed. eTxhaimsi hree phoirstt ory of the Purple Heart and
as well as current i1issues facing Congres

1 According to estimates by the Military Order of the Purple Heart as of October 13, 2017, there are approximately
35,438 Purple Heart recipients from the war in Irag and 21,939 from Afghanistan including 333 from Operation New
Dawn, and otkr casualties. Seiilitary Order of the Purple Heast Purple Heart Recipients” on P DF p. 7 at
http:/mww.purpleheart.or@ownLoadsBankMOP HinformatioralBrochureMOP HToday . pdf

2Ge ne BeWhyAreWe Derfing Purple Heartsto VeterangwPTSD? Huf fingt on Post (updated)
2015, athttp://mwwhuffingtonpost.congeneberesinvhy-arewe-denyingpurple_b_6786318.html

3 U.S. Constitution, Art. 188, clause 14.
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Original Conception

In 1782, George Washington c¢r e fHatneyd stihneg uBlaadrgley o f
meritomiidusphaeydd beyommissosldarmad wmfofnicer, or of fi
Arnfffhis award was iatkbadedytondnfpdahigtewgamhdng
later become known as the Purple Heart

The Badge of Military Merit was designed as a p
Records are incomplete and resd¢dneschAhcwmarddibmgt e h
to Military Order of the Purple Heart, three so
Badge of Military Merit during the American Reyv
noncommissioned officers camwddt ke eo mlwya rrde cf ir poine nGte
Washington. The soldierstiCoanecS$aercgeaRegWmlelnita no f
Connecticut Line on May 37CdA®BneBtealgelainghtEl Dy a
May 3, 1783; and Sérogenacnctt iRaunti eRle gBiimesnetl 1o f 2t he C
June 19Ho wle7v8¢3r., t he Badge of Military Merit fell

Hi story of the Purple Heart

The Badge of Military Merit was mwglaseriously ¢
Mac Art hur (then Army Chief of Staff)h revived th
anniversary of’sGbdrgd.Washington

This awar d; P urrepnladimwehlds atrheed e s i gned to i1its modern ary
h e asrhta p e d me dzaecl bwoirtdhe rb raonnd 'Geoo xzt Wis hr mgtbat we e

spray Sleta gd.f5ener al Mac Art hur als o rnetdse ftioned t he
those who received Meritorious Service Citation
aut horized to wear wound c¢ h&2v2Mo hs r mylAtdmyarsRe g ul
at this point that the PurphbadHwomtmdedc a mecbdmbdba
ratheanyhanngularl’y meritorious act

I'n 1942, ,F rParnRkeloigne melt extended the Purple Heart
exclusively an Army award, to Navy, Marine Corp
War °IInl .1952, President Truman retroactively awar

Marine Corps, and Coast Guard trthatWorulad i Waire dI a f
veterarsg vi® easl 1 s

4 John C FitzpatrickThe Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources-1788 vol. 24

(U.S. GovernmenP ublishing Office), p. 488.

5 Ibid.

6Ray RaymondMi 1 it ary Order of t he M&dalatptips/wWieparpleheart.orgihiistotgfo ry o f t he
the-medal andFred. L. BorchFor Military Merit Recipients of the Purple Hea&nnapolis, MD: Naval Institute

Press, 2010: pp. 169.

7 |bid, General Douglas MacArthur, War Department, General Orders No. 3, February 22, 1932.

8 Army Regulation (AR) 6068-22,Military Awards updatedMarch5,2019, at
https://armypubs.army.mil/epubs/DR_pubs/DR_a/pdf/iweb/ARN18147 _R600_8 22 admin2_FINAL.pdf

Executive Order 9277, toPeksansSedvingith théiNavyPManing Coeps, BrCaast Guard
of t he Un iRedethl Registel0d25,Decerfiber5, 1942; aRdesident Franklin D. Roosevelt Papers, The
American President Project, lattp://mmw.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=6Q0972

WExecutive Order 10409, “Award of the Purple Heart to Perso
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om 1962 untilt hd 9OBur plla ghibadt ¢ ywasorchanged on
esident Kennedy aut hocembkedr Purpided dHearlisanso s
med Forces, who were engaged in armed conflic
reigthThf eresgpansion w&ls ewevembenst oapdrmhe Uivi
companied them, who were killed or wounded 1in
thosembers were officially ¢ oVWisecitdnearme, d raadtvhiesro
n cotibatants

O ® oy Ty
=l N e N o T L T

o

rple Heart eligibility was expanded again by
d government <civilians killed or wounded in i
73, or thos episneg voipnegr aitni resa cocukfelschi idse eoxfp at nhsei odUm i
s
r

g — e
® OB c

in response to 1incr e aisceedmbteerrsr oarbirsota da,t tnaacnkesl
ine Corps Barracks,ihboM®®88g in Beirut, Lebano

<
)

TheDAW or Fiscal Yehrgil®Wigléi tex paadpdi coners of wa:i
captivity prior itcoe mb9%6r2s, par egricomp loyf nsogr w over ed
eliibgi 1l ity by Ps esxiaded®rKenth@®Ud,y PresidemAA Clinton
f oFri s calDP9®e,arwhich | imited future awarlflst of the |
has since remaliwedwardtilitary

The Department of DefenfthedoaMmbrept omHeaattineaip
However, s lopimse t ensmiaadtedt bb i | Piuamp l e Hearts have been
mostdys ®lidiceet’kli%k3e2w.itshee National Purple Heart Hal
million Phawd ebvdle ml e td snseidmaal & € h ebayb It ihs¢hneAd'¥ B3 2 .

DurinlgllSdhregr e s20 I(R)RL 7wakG9 7 nt r ofFimadd oag ”"tHear t s Ac
Il wouhaduweeendi t 1 e 10, United States Code, to requi
dat abase containing the names and citations of

Guard of t he BadéralRedistei®397; Nogember 14,1952; aRdesident Harry S. Truman Papers,
The American Presidency Projecthatp://mww.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=76555

UExecutive Ordemi zlilndgl 6Awa‘s Alu tof Fedéral ReBisted 139, April26,4962and” 2 7
Executive Orders, National Archivest#tt ps://mww.archives.gov/federakgister/codification/executive
order/11016.html

2Wwilliam B. Theyer, “The Oldest Military Decoration, the Pu
E1 e p h Supplemén®October 1991, p. 58.

BExecutive Order 12464, ” “Fadéral Rehister 099t Fabruary 27 11 98AndP rékidentr t
Ronald Reagan Papers, The American Presidency Projettpat/www.presidency.ucsb.edufenents/executive
orderl12464awardthe-purple-heart

14 Madeline Sapienz&eacetime Awards of the Purple Heart in the Pdistnam PeriodU.S. Army Center for
Military History, Washington, DC, July 1987.

15110 Stat. 186P.L. 104106 National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1996 rieby 10, 1996.

16111 Stat. 17567.L. 10585, National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1988yember 18, 199ome
sources report that this change was prompted by complaints from groups that were upset when President Clinton
posthumously awarded a Purple Heart to Commerce Secretary Ran,Brho was killed in a plane crash while on a
government mission t o Quliandictima ofAttackdtd BAGardedJieciddMenbd Aie ,
Force TimesOctober8, 2001: 28.

17Fred L. BorchFor Military Merit: Recipients of the Purpldeart, (Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 2010),
p.15. Author notesthatthe Purple Heart was an Aomiy award from 19321942, and therefore more soldiers
received the Purple Heart more than all sailors, airmen, Marines, and Coast Guardsmen combined.

®The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor, Frequently Asked
a wa r dathttps//mwww.thepurpleheart.com/questions/
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awarded t heH.PRur widle9 Hed et r ed t o t he House Ar med
sw no fur.SkBarblfiecstiinbn hhs t hCGonlgie s s

Current Eligibility

Currently, the Puropl ea nHe anmretSihiesmeaduftFhbohreiezle dwh o h a s
wounded or died from wounds sustined under one

(1) In accordance with E.O. 11016, subjectto the provisions of Sections 1129, 1129a, and
1131 of Title 10, U.S.C., ani.L. 104106 the Secretary of a Military Department, wil,

in the name ofthe President ofthe United States, award the PH, with suitable ribbons and
appurtenances, to any 8ee member under the jurisdiction of that Departmentwho, after
April 5, 1917, has been wounded, killed, or who has died or may hereafter die of wounds
received under any of the following circumstances:

(@) In action against an opposing armed force @fraiin country in which U.S. Armed
Forces are orhave been engaged.

(b) In any actiorwith an opposing armed force of a foreign country in which the Military
Services are orhave been engaged.

(c) While serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in arn@xhflict against an
opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party.

(d) As aresult ofan act ofany suchenemy or opposing armed forces.
(e) As theresult of an act of any hostile foreign force.

(f) After March 281973 as aresult of an international terrorist attack against the United
States or a foreign natidriendly to the United Stateggognized as such an attack for
purposes of award of the PH by the Secretary of the Military Department concerned, or
jointly by the Scretaries of the Military Departments concerned if members from more
than one Military Department are wounded in the attack. The Secretary of the Military
Department concerned shall notify thilader Secretary for Personnel and Readiness
USD(P&R) prior toawarding the PH for an international terrorist attack that occurs in the
United States or its territories.

(g) After March 28, 1973, as a result of military operations while serving outside the
territory of the United States as part of a peacekeeping force

(h) On or after December 7, 194dursuant t&section 1129 of Title 10, U.S.Ca service
member who is killed or wounded in action as the result of action by friendly weapon fire
while directly engagedin combat, otherthan as a result of an actiodany ef the United
States, unless (in the case of awound) thewound is the result of willful misconduct of the
member.

(i) Before April 25, 1962pursuantto Section 521 BfL. 104106 whichheld as a prisoner
of war POW),or while being taken captive in the same manner as a fG1@¥érwho is
wounded on or after that date while heldad®0OW. A person will be considered to be a
former POW if the personis eligible for tROW Medalunder Section 1128 of Title 10,
U.S.c%®

19 Department of Defens&anual of Military Decorations and Awards: Dolide Performance and Valor
DecorationsManual 1348.33, Volume Ehange effective June 20, 2019, see 3.7. Purple Heart (PH) on{2@. &1
https://mmww.esd.whs.mil/P ortals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/dodm/134833_vol3.PDF?ve32209 04936377

20 prisoners of War after December 7, 194 %ervicenember who has been killed (executed) or whe diad (due to
living conditions or treatment by the enemy) and maintained honorable character while a prisoner of war, unless

Congressional Research Senice 4
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() On or after December 7, 1941, to a Service member who is kiled or dies while in
captivity as a prisoner of war (POW) under circumstances establishing eligibility for the
POW medal pursuant to section 1128 ilke 10, U.SC., and Volume 2 oboD Manual
1348.33, Manual of Military Decorations and Awardanless compelling evidence is

>

presented that shows that the member’s death wa:

(k) After September 11, 2001, pursuantto section 112%élefl0, U.SC., to a Service
memter on active duty who is killed or wounded in an attack by a foreign terrorist
organizations in circumstances where the death orwound is theresult of an attack targeted

bl

on the member due to such member’ s status as a T

1. An attackby an individual or entity shall be considered to be a foreign terrorist
attackif the individual or entity was in communication with the foreign terrorist
organization before the attack and the attack was inspired or motivated by the
foreign terrorist oganization.

2. An award is not authorized if the death or wound was the result of the willful
misconduct ofthe Service member.

3. To assistin making a PH determination pursuant to section 1129a of Title 10,
U.SC, theMilitary Department Secretary concernegymequest an intelligence
assessment from the Defense Intelligence A
Terrorism Center (DCTC). The DCTC assessment of potential foreign terrorist
attacks by an individual or entity will assess whether the individual or entity was
in communication with the foreign terrorist organization before the attad<f
the attack was inspired or motivated by the foreign terrorist organization. The
assessment shallinclude supporting citations and rationale.

(2) A woundforwhich the awaris madenusthave been of such severity thaéiguired
treatment, not just examination, by a military medical officer.

(@) Treatmentmustbenotedintie r v i ¢ ¢ mediadlrecord. s

(b) Awardmay bemadeof wounddreatdby a medical professionather thara medical

officer provided amedical officeri s s ues a statement in the Service
record that the extent of the wounds were such that the wavowdd have required

treatment froma medical officélonehad one been availakletreat the wound®

(3) After May 17, 1998, pursuant to Section 1131 of Title 10, U.S.C., the PHmay only be
awarded to a personwho is a Service member at the time the person is killed or wounded
under circumstances otherwise qualifying that person forcha¥dhe PH. Before this date,

the Secretary of the Military Departmencerned was authorized to award the PHto U.S.
civilian nationals who were serving under competettiharity in any capacity with the

armed forces ofthat departmght

evidence shows thattheserwice mber > s deat h was not a r e;sand POWMéEdaldnn e my act i o
DOD Manual 1348.33, Volume 2Manual of Military Decorations and Award®0oD Service Awards Campaign,

Expeditionary, and Service Medalune 20, 2019, on pp. 882/PDF pp. 5456 at

https://mmww.esd.whs.mil/P ortals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/dodm/134833_Vol2.PDF?veiG@QDa 04933253,

2lJjim Garamone, rYD@DHEssue St Rndards for Brain Injury,” Ar my.
https://mmww.army.milarticle007808od_issues_purple_heart_standardsbfam_injury, Departmat of Defense,

Department of Defens®)anual of Military Decorations and Awards: DefRide Performance and Valor Decorations,

Manual 1348.33, Volume,June 20, 2019, see 3.7. Purple Heart (PH) on pj2£at
https://mmw.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/dodm/134833_vol3.PDF?ve3220904936377.

22 bid.
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For desceeravsiecde me mber s, the Purple Heart may be gi
deceased as the individual .Service Secretary co

Serovember s n be awarded multiple Purple Heart:
s eircve mber r pleedeaht Mmmadal for the first awar
indicated with oak leaf,debentiéenlge orulSdsl 6ofi ntche s
reci'pee nPRwer.ple Hearts may not be a*warded to for

BenefitsefbleaPtr REcipients

Recipients of the Purple Heart are entitled to

e Recepviesrirtwherm t hey access DepeaWVhmeht hof Vet ¢
ca.fe

e Automatically-9¢grndnGe¢dBfhll bE msnfoiutnst rod g @i dnlee s
they spent ®%Tgpaocogetbpgttier/ful 1GIP oBitl 1, a veter
hasedatt least 36 months of active duty

e Eligibility of Purphihiubemaemmtvate Anhsngdtoan bNa
Cemeflery

e Reiptie with an honor ab kpeo idnits cphraerfgeer eanrcee gfroarn t
hiring.

e Effective April 1, 2019, recipients Teceive
claims before the VA.

e Effective JRwmmple He ar2t) 2veettearkaenrss ahnadv et haecicre scs
Military Wel far e raentda iRle carneda tlioodng i(nMWRf)a c i 1 1t i ¢

e Effectuiadg RHR 0O, active duty members awarded
from the VA HoméNboen Thadfngdfag afnee applie
amount, mnot the purchase price of the home.

n addomeomntates offer other beaofltagnedsgchntas s
e

I
designat?®d parking.

2BSee an example at “Medal #6 Rudielp MeuphfiMemorialWetisitth Oak Leaf Clu
http:/mww.audiemurphy.cordécorations006.htniNote: Murphy was the most decorated Udddier during WWII.

24 Manual of Military Decorations and Awards: Doefide Performance and Valor Decoratigi3ODM 1348.33,

Volume 3, p. 23. d. Foreign Military Personnel. The PH may not be awarded to foreign personnel.

25 \eterans Millennium Health Care aBeénefits ActP.L.106117, §112; and Gerry J. Gilmore,
Healt hcare Priority for Purple Heart Vets,” DOD News [archi
https://archive.defense.gov/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=45352 n d “ VA Set s Rules for Purple He
Office of Public and Intergovernmental Affairs, June 30, 2G0Q0

https://mmw.va.gov/opal/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=202

26 For details se€RS Report R4520%arry W. Colmery Veterans Educational Assiste Act of 2017 (P.L. 1158),
by Cassandria Dortch

27 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Title 32, Part 553, Sections 12 and 1GR&nbh Focus IF1136Refense
Primer: Arlington National Cemeteryy Barbara Salazar Torreon

28p L.11623 Sec. 6 (c¢c) Waiver of Fees for Purple Heart Recipien
l oan c¢1 o s ihtps:/imweweava.gov/hotisingssistance/homans/fundingfee-andclosingcosts/

29 see list of benefits by state at Veteran State Benefitt ps://mww.military.com/benefitsiveterastatebenefits
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I ssues for Congress

Alt hough the decision to awastdadhetdadsabhy o¢hes
execubt ame h, Congress has beemeexmandier@m dietss, reoxlec
itensct i t ut {ToMaaklRu Ip ® sw eioovre rtnhne®Rag u lamtdi on of t he 1 anc
naviard ¢"®BreviOumgryels st t © luesatde da nPdu rapdljen Hboat h e 1 i gi
t h O oY1 F9 6 a DAAtokvd 9 9S8eAppe ndlinx rAe s pomse emd © S
shoofnngsec.,Lmotn gypeeasmse plr oivni stihoed oNrD ABPMY R Xlp @ @ d

the Pur'plel Hgiabbitl ity requirements.

Domestic THexrdr o 'h2eGNHhPAAP . L .-2 91 3

Little Rock,ndArFloarns H2O0Dd,9 Tex as

On June 1, 2009, a man who was allegedly angry
Af ghanistamnotpwaeld. §irArmy soldiers mnARar a recr
killing one andOwoWNodemperhé, olBOO, an Ar my ma]j
Ho o d, T X, killing 13 and cwombnedrisn.g B2o%.,h mmaemy woefr et
wiht murder an® other crimes.

Federal and 1local lianw tecioafldiydermed tt hayg chdbartilt e ets o
Defense Department 71 epOwotrsk ptlhaec 8 ovtitod Btncdepe hpet 1
by an enemy ,whichl smaide tfhoernc ei ne l.33aowd eerf,ors darhe T
beldteves e acts should be viewed as acts of war
Muslim perpetrators angered owver U. S. actions i

Setci®hl of the NDPAAL .28kl FxYpdnded the eligibility
by redefining what s ho #iflodr ebieg nc otnesriidddeor resdt aonr gaat ntiaz
purposes of determining eligibility for the Pur
onsidered an attack by a foreign fwearsr oirni st or g
ommunication with the WHoffei gantiadcamwtrdak kowgani
nspired or motivated by the foreign terrorist

=0 O

St,slolmeoppes ed to awar ditnegr rtochreihs®eunr epcl tdeablledleydt f or
“wor kpl ac’ yvhieco | Renpcaer t m¢ DIiD)o o f aiDneafle madcetm o m e d a
batt Pélthisdghuatbl y sets a precedent for the futur e

30 y.S. Constitution, Art. I, 88, clause 14.

1St eve Barnes and James Dao, “ Gun maThe NEw Yotk sSTime8me 21 200% out side
athttp://mww.nytimes.con200906/02/us02recruit.html? r=1.

32 | bid.

BDepartment of Defense, ¢ DOD [ARchived®ress RelcBse Na: T4DFAugust 20Ho o d Re vi e
2010, athttp://archive.defense.goRéleaseflelease.aspReleaselD4£3816

¥Sig Christenson, “So md&anAsohioHxpresdlewslAugustid3d, 0¢2;at or i st , 7

http:/mww.mysanantonio.coméwslocal_newsdrticle/SomelabelingHasanterrorist3783225.php

35Secreary of Defense Memorandum, “FinadénRRevmmwndaAuwugwmst of 8¢
athttp://archive.defense.gavéwst20100820FortHoodFollowon.pdindProtecting the Force: Lessons From Fort

Hood, DOD Independent Review Related to Fort Hood, January 2010, see Finding 2.6 onligp(PIBF pp.1920), at
https://apps.dtic.mil/dtic/tr/fulltet/u2/a513143.pdf
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eligibility more subjective, allowing public

Purple Heart
On Apri 2O0h@Bmmy SecretaryAf ol geunMEGndbnrgdhd aann d

€

Mac Farl®@md,s and Fort Hodd oommendceuadghPgempdé¢eaHear
t he
at t38Rekf ens e of Fweereed oanl skbo dadM@dd dkeidvlidd aasmd wounde
uring ttIlme aatmtean®k ametuanh y d Mc &u g e de xtpheed iAtremyc etrot a i 1

familiesseafvitcleane lm(ntdtr Is eskéirdvliecdewnembe e d during

n addition to the victims of I ha6Bs8hotoatHonogd

d
other beohdéfLdtdi dosy receiving thegiBHreple Hear:t
I
a

a ]

s ho

recr uiithiintgt lIset aRoicokn, Ar k a n soans ,J urleyc eAir vied 1PSur p1l e
PriWwatlkkAmdor“Awdkong was kiRdeQatwtadodAr izeagwul a

prison without t3%e possibility of parole.

NDAAf or F W¥R.ORL.6)1 735

w a
wounded in that attack by Abdul hakim Muhammad,

Enc oub ghgee de x panded oevliisghiobniND#&A for FY2015, legis |

introduced !@angngsshe¢ ol hdvard Purple Hearts

wo uhladuw evaerddh e Pur pslermdemiar st owho weAper ivli9cdt9i,ms
Oklahoma City, .Okpopbfooane rddwanmbd iRFmg ple Heart t
t he Okl ahomar eCfithrg thboY¥ B 1 i g NDAAoawse eperiigta ecdse m d

t o
terr eicstm.on 583paods ¢t eHHBws 5t€¢lfe3 SNDAA ffor FY201

0

t

6
f

(o)

h

that the bombing was an act ofudemmgthbirlittey ror i
r e qui roefnheen tash s aimjpamte hobyvetrted by an internation:

or ganiTzhaet ifoinn a 1 FvYe2rONID6A AP . oLf.-9 fldhlied not include

ChattanoogaonSHhouoltyi nigp, 2015

t his

On July ,Muh 2 md¥oduSsAsbedful s h@at za Marine Corps Tecrui:t
Naval Reserve CenteThisnaghnmi d@miosoegdd ,c o[nlNgr e s s i on .

regarding the eligibilcietnye mbematdlka hBedphg Haart

attackbipmwrsmmorntddated by interfFoauromal inesr weretk

and woansem j done d g mplagtdhleo n e sradiil€odrdinisa tiédAT ue ik BI.

36 Heather Grahari\shley, Fdtt Hood Shooting Victims, Families Receive Medals DOD Ne ws , April
https:/dod.defense.gov/News/Article/Article/604443/fdrbod shootingvictims-familiesreceivemedals/

SAr my P ubl iMcHughfofders benefjts bé& providedto Purple Heart recipiefits Apr i 1 16, 2015,
https://mmw.army.mil/article/146546/mchugh_orders_benefits_be_provided_to_purple_heart_recpiéMghelle

Tan, “Army Extends Benef AmyTimesApriHlb,2d15%h oot i ng Vict i ms, ”
https:/mmww.armytimes.comewsyour-army201504/16/army-extendsbenefitsto-hoodshootingvictims/.

38C1 a udi a ArmyaReceuitershét in Little Rock toReceive Purple HeartMilitary Times April 16, 2015 at
https://mmww.militarytimes.com/news/youmilitary/2015/04/17/armyrecruitersshotin-little -rock-to-receivepurple

heart/.

39 CRS Report R4412®Y2016 National Defense Authorization Act: Selected Military Personnel |dsyiégisty N.

Kamarck, Lawrence Kapp, and Barbara Salazar Torreors e e s e ¢ t i oPwrplé Hearateo ndembefs ofthe e

Armed Forces who were victims of the Oklahoma City, OK, bombing

4O Killed were the following Marines: Sgt. Carson Holmquist, Gunnery Sgt. Thomas J. Sullivan, Lance Cpl. Squire K.
Wells, and Staff Sgt. David A. Wyatt; and NaRgtty Officer 24Class Randall Smith. Marine Sgt. DeMonte Cheeley

was injured but survived the attack.
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inves tliagatnicolnu Aedutlt hatmozt iwadst ed by foreign terrort
propa®gbauntd at,hat it was difficult to dete*r mine whi

On DecedWelt5Sh-8§6¢r et aNfaylRyp Y Mahlkus an nPouwrnpcleed Hehaartt t
woul d bet 6aiwaer daeednbveircse n&dn & 1 svadiunn dtehde J uly 2015 s ho.
t wo naval centers iSne cGheattatrayn oMdfbah,b o Betmngeesdsnet ch a t
extensive investigation, tthhei sF Balt taancdk NwCal sS ihmasvpei 1
foreign terrorist group, the final criteria r1egq
Sailor and ™ hese Marines.

On Januvartyh-Ndyy 2VilcoBiolBd m Braun presented the Pu:
famifl Logisti ¢kl 8pecRahdatl 2Smith at the Navy Op
Chatt a@&3Boaoagadier General Terry V.omWildnamsypXé@,se
20) 6ScgeabP¢e Mont e R. whhoe eslueryv javte da tcheer ecanmtotna§®¢ ki n Ch a't

On April 1i20un aGRthk 6 ,al L Rek h-Me Mdl bfad™Mar ine Corps Fo
Reserve, presented Pur pl eegHetn rTthso macs tShuel 1fi wminl, i eS
Sege atn Davidegdvgatt CaSstoann dHdollammqcu8 ¢ @ Srkfi Wa lalls 1 n a

ceremony at the Hunter Mus &um of American Art i1

At t a cPka reélnsu A'd a,i nAugust 21, 2015

U. S. AjGlmasns ISpencer St dmeo nmwamgs Bralra s mdwiat ht rtawion
friendsonyAnSadler andt Atpgks Sbkduddtodshe ahiclny ar me
attemptaend ATt fi he paSstsemgewmst heabbgdthard neck
gunmanher tstoained hidm sbcehfaosrgew @hhep ocmoaucladt i onin g
Amer icans wer a@anhla ialweadr daesd htehreo eFsr e nc h, L2@1 d5n of H
On SepilémbBot 5, Air Force Secretary Deborah Lee
receive the Pur pAier iidmd alAa ttohfspbr skt htt hencombat
awa®Alt. t he PSaptehodbtbhdDe fense Secretary Ash Car
St otnhBeur pl @ nlde aAts MembhanlDur i ng t he cer ¢menBWsol ddaetrer
Me daOr ¢ pon NatioinadlAl eGwu a§ kdanrllpagtéoisa n Amtehcoen w eSla d 1 e
the Secretary of “Defense Medal for Valor

“4Kristina Sgueglia, ‘inSpifeimyt ttaenroroograi stho,0 tFMlgschief says,” CNN,
http:/mww.cnn.comz015A42/16/uskhattanoogashootingterroristinspiration/
2y. s. Navy, Of fice of the Chief of Information, “SECNAV Awa

Story Number: NNS1512185, December 16, 2015, lttp:/mww.navy.milsubmitbisplay.aspstory_id=92467.

“Navy Operational Support Center Ch agisticssSpeoialist®Class* Pur pl e Hear t
Randall Smith,” St o07yWandanymhD 2046, Attp/Mew.navy.milsubmitbisplay.asp?
story_id=92724

“jeffrey Schogaddd 1t ™MaGhmtet wonupn ga a tMarine kmeslanuaryi26,2016,Btur pl e He a
https://mmww.marinecorpstimesom/storymilitary/201601/26/marinewoundedchattanoogaattackreceivespurple
heart79365006/

SMatt hew L. Schehl, “Families of Mar ine sMakneTirhesAprili n Chatt ano
20, 2016, ahttps://mww.marinecorpstimes.costdrymilitary/201604/20familiesmarineskilled-chattanoogattack
receivepurpleheart$§33286802/

%St ephen Losey, “Airman Spencer Stone, herAirFdreeTiflesi led Frenc
September 14, 2015, attps://mwww.airforcetimes.com/news/yoair-force/2015/09/14/airmaspencerstoneherain-
foiled-french-terrorplotto-receivepurpleheart/

“‘David Vergun, “Carter Hon o#Bsoudn dwhTor aSit no,p”p eAdr nGyu nNreawns oSne rPvaircies,
2015, athttps://mww.defense.gov/News/Article/Article/617702/cartemors3-who-stoppeegunmanon-parisbound
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Orlando Shpohenk2pn2016

On June ab2,cu20tOmagu Mkd Ekaad 49 people amd wounde
at tiancslPiwles egnaiyght cl ub 1in.AOmYy aRde g rAllt o fhavghoan D

Br ofmasene of the &@®Md pmoplleec kéeldigidble for the Pur
the outcome of .AheoF BihnegMsBle ¢ mghadopledged alle;
I sl &miad cafghompant aa kPPAt ot Rild time, iwilik unclea
ma ke decision 71 egasr deilnigg iChaipltiatiyn fBoro winhe Purple H

Naval Air StadvtnoPemBéRDdOol a

On DecembeVio h@a,mmk@M] B,aec e dni Alistfafrips eami $ a wuwdsie &Ar abi a,
a handgun to open fire o(nNABgcnlsadsdsérbardHd aat Naval

kieldl hdfde ght tr dEmsiingn sJtousdhewma sWat s on, ahkidr man Moha
Air man Camoda md eiMaijlgihetrAdnsohracdhr athia s hoot &sut with s
of f iRaesresd on t he Depar’s memvte o faitdtaascitld ewanth mdded F BI

an act of terrorism after the shootr was found
Of ficials with Naval Education and Training Comi
killed and those injvArppdd nMairldlh r2eboRelor wde e limn pl e He
wapost pommdedd mdCGderdoyna virus COVEIRP#2s ¢ 2019 (

Private Corrado Piccoli Purple Heart

On Septembtr R28vAh s2 0l n@ or oadmdcitedde TtS.,8Ct dJ provide for
penalties for the sale of any Purple Heart awar
l egislathiaovre sweeldltidn g t he medal punishable by finc
H. R. woo2uBl4lpd alclee Purple Heart into a new protect
fromt cjomstartists but abPFhememass anbaenlewdn viaobré IR ¢t or
Corrado Piccoli, a World War,whdsenPanpt g mHama ktil)

train/.

“DOD Ne ws, “Statement by Secretary of Defense Ash Carter on
Br o wn , ” eleRse do: NR1&-16, June 14, 2016, attps:/mww.defense.gov/News/NedRelease dlews
ReleaseView/Article/799493/statemenly-secretaryof-defenseashcarteronthedeathof-army-reservecapta/

“YFBI Tampa, “Investigative Update Rega rhttpsHww.fBigov/s e Night cl ub
contactusfield-officestampahewspressrelease#vestigativeupdateregardingpulsenightclubshootingand T ara
Copp, “DOPlasSwml dineOrl ando at t ac kStarsiagdiStripeglune 16j2016,af or Pur pl e H

https://mwww.stripes.cofmews/dodsoldierslain-in-orlandoattack might-qualify-for-purple heart
1.415017#.WeET5FGQXEY

%Courtney Mabeus, “Saudi gunman and at NawEmesDedemberibe t i ms r ep o
2019, athttps://immw.navytimes.com/news/ycaravy/2019/12/06/activehooterat-naspensacolaeporteddead/

5Gina Harkins, “Troops Wounded in PedashcolRuShbdet Hazgrt e, Be
Military.com, March 9, 2020, dtttps://mmw.military.com/dailynews/2020/03/09/sailonsoundedpensacola
shootingbe-awardeeheroismmedalspurpleheartshtml and “ Naval Air Station Pensacola I

DOD New Release, May 18, 2020 fdtps://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2190048/naval
air-stationpensacolanvestigationrupdate/

52pannieBl anks, “NAS Pensacola medals ceremony for shooting res
Pensacola News Journal, March 10, 2020tgps://mww.pnj.com/story/news/2020/03/10/raesnsacolgpostpones
purpleheartceremonydue coronavirusconcerns/5009794002/

8L eo0 Shane II11, “Selling Purple HeMiltaty TimesOctbbér3,2016,atl 1 ¢ ga I if
https:/mmww.militarytimes.com/papenefits/militarybenefits/2016/10/03/sellingurple-heartswould-be-illegal-if -
this-bill-becomedaw/.
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found for sale at>Talins abnitlilq uwa Hdmwefee imd 200 r. ty h e

Subcommittee on Crime, Terror i H»mstamno mfeu ratnhde rS e ¢ u
action 'iCno ntghfkehsilsl 41 ewgiss Iraetiinonnr © H@antgiSe s s on Janua.
13, 261 R,, 4tdhde Private Corrado Piccoli Purple He
relat®d ,pafgds s ¢ deb P cAuagtugs tafB1 PswBoehreferred to

c o mmiitnt eech & ullo wsaew n o .Sfed®a blfeorr ascitmidm rt® bi 1l 1s in t
Congres s

FY2019 &NDRAWAr ple Heart Recipients

ThKHBouse verNsDiAAn foofr HEhR2 O, bl wded a provision ( Sec
woul d extend certain tdMWRDrei, viwleelgfeasr et,o0 acnedr traeicnr ev
includi Pur p,1 ea nHk atrhtesi rt heradrpeiPee ilivt & Bl nd aAmeg u s t

13, 2 18. Sectiormx6&dldogi bihlei temaofedebthlin MWR
privileges t,o icnecrltuadiimm gv ePtuearpalinest Hed stt amet @ sEvenm s ,
Januar0 2F00ardd1nntﬁna]snaSEelcot‘fEe)ﬁlcnse Commiis@RaSr y Syste
Report RAUSBAB ,National Defense Aut horization Aci
an@RS In FocmesfdrfslelOng‘)z,mer: Militgey b§oKmis sagrie
N. Kamarck and Barbara Salazar Torreon

d
0

11'€Congress Legislation

Fobxi 11l s ufBmarpi adseda fsirlnta ttih&€m nig e s s aseclableoduced
On JanwuarHy R8, 20Wd 9Bl ue Water Navy Vietnam Veter a
introduced anadn im$HUOde @c protvoswaive fees for h
recipHi.eRntws2.9 9enacted onP.JLu-28 IBHB6r ®Hh6é1 8, inmnf§or matio
CRS In Fochispdwslildw8aqf Benefits to, BkaethWat er Nc
M. Salazar

On Januar§. Lb2P2r2iovla%,e Corrado Piccoli Purple Hea
introduced¢ongrtelses .1 1The bill whe Seadttewlwadiendr
Co mmi.Retleaect dHd Rb iw2d% 1 li n torno dMar gy e & nrde2f0elr9r,e d t o t he Ho
JudisSmbhcyommittee on Cr i me, Te rJruodré2 ® m9 and Homel

Table 1. Purple Heart Legislation in the | 16th Congress (2019-2020)

Bill Number and

Date Introduced Title Latest Action
H.R. 299 on Blue Water Navy Vietnam 6/25/20 | 9—Became Public
1/08/2019 Veterans Act of 2019 Law No: | 16-23.Section

SEC. 6. Loans Guaranteed

under Home Loan Program
of Department of Veterans
Affairs. ((c) Waiver of Fees
for Purple Heart Recipients.

S. 122 0n Private Corrado Piccoli 1/15/20 1 9—Referred to the
1/15/2019 Purple Heart Preservation Senate Committee on the
Act Judiciary.

54 1bid.
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Bill Number and
Date Introduced

Title

Latest Action

H.R. 1448 on
2/28/2019

H.R. 1830 on
3/18/2019

H.R. 2395 on
4/29/2019

H.R. 2655 on
5/09/2019

H.R. 2911 on
5/22/2019

S. 2042 on
6/27/2019

S.28150n
11/07/2019

H.R. 5237 on
11/21/2019

Sources: Congress.gov.

To amend Title 38, United
States Code, to waive fees
for Purple Heart recipients
serving on active duty for
loans guaranteed under the
home loan program of
Department of Veterans
Affairs.

National Purple Heart Hall of
Honor Commemorative
Coin Act

To authorize the President to
award the Purple Heart to
Louis Boria, Jr., for injuries
incurred during World War
Il and the Korean War while
a member of the Marine
Corps.

Purple Heart Freedom to
Work Act

Private Corrado Piccoli
Purple Heart Preservation
Act

National Purple Heart Hall of
Honor Commemorative
Coin Act

National Purple Heart Honor
Mission Commemorative
Coin Act

Purple Heart Flag Act

3/29/2019—Referred to the
House Veterans' Affairs
Committee, Subcommittee
on Economic Opportunity.

9/23/2019— Received in
the Senate and Read twice
and referred to the House
Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

4/30/2019—Referred to the
House Committee on
Armed Services,
Subcommittee on Military
Personnel.

5/09/20 | 9—Referred to the
House Committee on Ways
and Means.

6/26/2019—Referred to the
House Committee on the
Judiciary, Subcommittee on
Crime, Terrorism, and
Homeland Security.

6/27/2019—Read twice and
referred to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

11/07/2019—Read twice
and referred to the Senate
Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

2/19/2019 Referred to the
House Committee on the
Judiciary, Subcommittee on
the Constitution, Civil
Rights, and Civil Liberties.
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Traumatic Brlacisht d mjpatri esStress Disor d
Pur ple Heart

The large numbeh ofvvt etremwiomg dfSr om hlarsaq and Af
tch Department oifnPddefpdres ddemedecvalugt bility for tr
ment al c¢condittiroansmastuicch XaDs® Rpsoss std idse o sedlsirgmdd 1 EBIfso r
the Purple Heart, as many of those injuries <c¢can
melical>"Hoewstve r , there isicohdf nmendt alle badrdiomni drths
PTS®Dpart of the appropriate criteria for the Pu
executive agencifwndinndg depdraaoaredt st ihTghest udies
National Alliancneanbharh Menatsaslr ololtdlsn pasdssema dy gg if @ unp 1
and people affedseddbpcmenmagl tihlaltnetshse Pur ple He
psychol ongdisc ailn cWlouukiln gni R’ E$S P td i g ma eambde resn ctoour a ge
seek®®care.

At t hiDODtoiense ,not toembdes wietrlyv PTSD eligible for
Ar my ReguB22ie@lclobm®cus sion injuriesgenuasetdeds a 1
expldbudbnspecificadlryaudnastqwa IsftAriersss gpldisdamd e€r s .
empha%thzesdegree to which”Whenedetmyr miamisregl o lhieg ii
places PTSD ial agilFfalhien jMaorimgnse. dCe f i n“e e VET 8D as
combat s tarneds ss aiynsj utrlyat combatdsteesbyidspuseds by
intentional use offamd bphuousid?% fiortcgquaoki agent,

5« I nvisible wounds” isyghological antagnitiveinjuties SeeT erdi T anieliani abdeisa hp.
Jaycox, editorslnvisible Wounds ofAar: Psychological andCognitivel njuries, Their Gonsequencegnd Services to
Assist Rcovey, Rand Corporation, 2008, http:/mww.rand.orgiontentdamtfandpubsmonographf008/
RAND_MG720.sum.pdf

56 The National Institutes of HealfliNIH) classifies PT SD as an anxiety disorder that often occurs after experiencing a

traumatic event, such as disaster, assault, apusmn, or war. The cause of PTSD is unknown, although

psychological, genetic, social, and physical factors are involved. There are also no teststo diagnose PT SD; doctors

make the diagnosis based on a medi csuhclegrwhy & teasmaticeveat]l > s j udgme
causes PTSD in some people andnot in otiNdi$P ost Traumatic Stress Disorder site https://mww.nimh.nih.gv/

healthpublicationsposttraumatiestressdisorderptsdindex.shtml See also “Infor mation about t}
Mild Traumat ic Br httpsy/mwiwihrc.armyymitfontEntBUrpje%20kiaart

5 im Garamone, “DOD Issues Pur Armesicailorces Press Seaviedprd 28,d s for Brain
2011, athttps:/immw.army.milérticle60078a n d « AarifiesAward of Purple Heart fo€oncussion American

Forces Press Servichay 2, 2011, ahttp://mmw.army.milarticle55850/andCh a d Gar an d, “14 Years Aft e
Wounded in a Blast, Iragq Vet Starmand SGipedebruary £ 2020pdt ¢ Hear t for Hi

https://mww.stripes.com/news/veteranshtdarsafterhe-waswoundedin-a-blastiragveterangetsa-purple-heartfor-
his-thi-1.617546

58 CRS Report R4094 Health Care foeterans: Traumatic Brain Injurypy Erin Bagalman

59 National Alliance on Mental llines®arity for Patriots: The Mental Health Needs of Military Personnel, Veterans,
and their FamiliesArlington, VA, June 2012, p. ¥ja the Suicide Prevention Resoa Center at
https://mmw.sprc.org/resourcggograms/paritypatriotsmentathealthneedsmilitary-personnelveterans heir -

families

60 Department of the ArmyArmy Regulation 6088-22, Military Awards updated 5 March 2019, See g. Some
examples of injuries which do not justify eligibility forthe PH on p. 25 (PDF p. 39 of 227 pages), at
https://armypubs.army.mil/epubs/DR_pubs/DR_a/pdfiweb/ARN18147_R600_8_22_admin2_FINASepdilso

CRS Insight IN11221Management of Mild Traumatic Brain Injury (mTBI) in the Militatyy Bryce H. P. Mendez

61 | bid.

62 Manpower Management Division, Manpower and Reserve Affairs, Headquarters Marine Corps, Purpiéedeahrt
Revised Criteria for Mild Tramatic Brain Injury and Updated Coordinating InstructiogMARADMIN 245/11, April
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Serivembers are divi dsemlvenwenmbtbheibsi eivses uteh.a tS omeent al i
such as PTSD should be eligible for the Purple
those who have received PRorpdendetastasr foe phayt i
veterans ar ek lheeslsp Ifiokded twh e¢thor ismegemtr a ks because of
associated andht Pa&tSDstigneac occgonuilzdi nbge tlhétsisre niendj ubryi
Opponemdcibsgdemet er ans fr onert hoef Mihd t Ruryp lOada dHeart a
Foreigar &daresistant to accepting PTSD as ground
Military OrderstodtWehbePuapdesHeaoamtgly in and sup
wound or death should beofs utshtea ienncedmiiens "®dofmbtahte alr
In adédet namn, onal spokesman for the Veterans of
“Medal st @amwamded for ilhehdsesvemedi®saamsdeyabat. for

Figure |.The Purple Heart Medal

Obverse (Front) Reverse (Back)

AL

Source: The Institute of Heraldry, Personal Decorations: Purple Heart.

15, 2011, ahttp://mwvw.marines.milewsMessagedlessagedisplay/Article/888214purpleheartmedatrevised
criteriafor-mild-traumaticbrain-injury-andupdated/

8Jacqueline KIlimas, “Fort Hood’s Mentall20 OV uSthdeeadt Vagge®™ ans
Washington Time#\pril 9, 2015, ahttp://mww.washingtontimes.coméws2015aprR/ft-hoodsmentally-wounded
veteransdont-qualify-fo/.

64Nat han Flet cher, -HeVaelttelr alnnsj wi it chs M2ensasHington Postay29¢ Hear t s, t o
2017, athttps://mww.washingtonpost.com/opinions/veteraith-mertal-healthinjuries-deservepurple-hearts
t00/2017/05/29/b1210a3250-11e79869%bac8b446820a_story.html?utm_term=.0922f44d91db

65 I bid.

Barrie Barber, “ Pur p |l Raytdhdaily NewsJuhe 47,2012, &D Debat ed, ”
http:/imww.daytondailynews.coméwshewslocalpurple-heartsfor-ptsddebateeB/nP gwh/
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Appendix A Ti meline of Purple Hear

AuwgsTt, 1782: George Washington creates the Badge
Continentbault siol dqiueircskly falls from use.

F erbu a2r2y, 1932: Army Chief of Staff General Dougl:
Military Merit as “@he APmy’'mhedd Hebaarctt d vethyd awar ded
wounded WWI veterans.

Decemberl 94 2vie EOG&ckdRtrie s i den't Franklin Roosevelt €
eligibility to include U.S. Navy, Marine Corps,
Hearts to December 6, 1941.

Novemberl 91522 : Ex k@ 48P9r wes i Qrechetr T r uvanwaanr drse t Pruorapcltei v e |
Hearts to U. S. Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Gu

Apri,1 1295% 2: Exbklk@iPares idrechiar Kennedy extends eligi
serving with military forces.

February¥984: Exbk24bPdrswied OrtdeReagan awards Purple
killed and wounded in terrorist attacks after M
the United States.

February 10, 1996: NationaslYeadle9f9e6n s( & 2Ruttlihoonr i z a t i
1 0-#0)6 1 n ¢&plruidsessner s of war wounded before April 2
war (or while being taken captbfYe wairn wthlbpe i $a me

wounded on or after that date while h%l1ld as a p
November 18, 1997: Nationad Yehabr988seSBRBRthoni zati
10- I imits future Purple Heart awards to membe
October 17, 2006: Nationand YehBr607dseSABthoni zatio
10-96)4 includes prisoners of war captured after I
April 30, 2008: Purple Mehr2tO)7FG atvhi ey ecEoqmug 1t eys sAic d n ¢
charter of the Military Order of the Purple Hea
and siblings of a recipient of the Purple Heart
December 19, 2014 Nationiadc DR @ Eechasre S Abh tlh.oni zat i
11-39)1 expands eligibility for the Purple Heart b
attack by a foreign terror insetd aolrsg atnoi zsaetrivoinc, e naennat
wounded or killed during the 2009 shootings at
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AppendixB.St af fer Instructions fo
Me dREquests

Members of Congress are able to directly reques
mi 1 idteacroyr at ions to individuals or grsouopfsf.i clep,on r
the Service Secretary concerned will review the
decoration (or the upgrading of a decoration).

Based on thantetrawyewhalkthedSteer mine the merits of
presentation of the decoration and other mnecess
notice to the requesting Membamtdhltohhs ¢S AAwrantead Ar m
Ser viocmensi t  ee with one of the following results:

(1) The award or presentation ofthe decoration does not warrant approval on the merits. A
statement explaining the Secretary’”s reason wildl

(2) The award or presentation of the decoration wareggsoval and a waiver by law of
time restrictions prescribed by law is recommended.

(3) The award or presentation of the decoration warrants approval on the merits and has
been approved as an exception to policy.

(4) The award or presentation of the detiorawarrants approval on the merits, but a
waiver of the time restrictions prescribed in law is not recommendlestatement
explaining the Secretary’s reason will be incluc

Source:Compiled from the National Defense Authorization Actfor Fiscal Yea61P.L. 104106
8526), February 10, 1996.
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