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Latin America and the Caribbean: Issues in the 115th Congress

Summary

Geographic proximity has ensured strong Ilinkages
and the Caribbean, based on diversesell.uSr.i tiynt er e s
concerns. The United States is a major trading p
investment for many cotunéddecsgriraembrtsegnbancwng
linkages with 11 countries .milghrea triecogni,o nb oitsh al elgaarlg
illegal; proximity and economic and security con
Curbing the flow of illicit drugs has been a key
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America, and the Caribbean. Uu. S. support for den
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59n Ar gldnRdswan, 1@&nt r aSl. Reme. n i2Qudbth., Reasmd 9 8 1
Nicaragua.
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Regi onal Pol i tical and Econom
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Figure 1. Map of Latin America and the Caribbean
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Source: CRS Graphics.

Notes: Caribbean countries are in purple, Central American countries are in gold, and South American
countries are in green. Although Belize is located in Central America and Guyana and Suriname are located in
South America, all three are members of the Caribb€mmmunity (CARICOM).
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Table 1.Latin American and Caribbean Countries: Basic Facts

GDP GDP Per
(2017, Capita
Area Population us.$ (2017,
(square (2017, billions, Uus. s,
Country miles) thousands)  current) current) Leader (elected/next election)
Caribbean
Antigua & Gaston Browne
Barbuda 1 a L5 16,702 (March 2018by March2023
Bahamas 5,359 372 116 31,255 HubertMinnis (May 2018y May
2022)
Barbados 166 281 5.0 17,859 Mia Mottley(May 2018by 2023
Belize 8867 386 19 4.806 Dean Barrow (Nov. 2015/by Nov.
2020
~ ~ Miguel DiazCanel @pril 2018
b b
Cuba 42,803 11,221 fi fi 2023
- Roosevelt Skeit (Dec. 2014/by
Dominica 290 71 0.6 7,921 Dec. 2019)
Dominican 18,792 10,172 75.0 7,375 Danilo Medina (May 2016/May 202
Republic
Keith Mitchell (Marct2018by
Grenada 133 108 11 10,360 March 2023
Guyanaa 83,000 770 36 4710 David Granger (May 2015/early
2019¢
Haiti 10,714 10,983 8.8 784 JoveneMoise (Nov. 2016/Oct.
2021)
Jamaica 4.244 2.844 144 5.048 Andrew Holness (Feb. 2016/by Fek
2021)
St. Kltts & 101 57 0.9 16,296 Timothy Harris (Feb. 2015/by Feb.
Nevis 2020)
St. Lucia 238 176 17 9.607 Allen Chastanet (June 2016/by Jun
2021)
St. Vincent &
the 150 110 08 7271 Ralph Gonsalves (Dec. 2015/by De
. 2020)
Grenadines
Suriname a 63,251 582 33 5746 Desiré Bouterse (May 2015/May
2020)
Trinidad & 1,080 1,371 216 15,769 Keith Rowley (Sept. 2015/by Sept.
Tobago 2020)
Mexico and Central America
. Andrés Manuel Lopez Obraddduly
Mexico 758,449 123,518 1,149.2 9,304 2018July 2028
. Carlos AlvaradoFeb.& April
Costa Rica 19,730 4,968 58.1 11,685 2018Feb. 202p
El Salvador 8,124 6,369 28.0 4400 SdlvadosancheLeren (Feb&

March 2014/Fel8, 2019)
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GDP GDP Per
(2017, Capita
Area Population us.$ (2017,
(square (2017, billions, us. s,
Country miles) thousands)  current) current) Leader (elected/next election)
Jimmy Mrales (Sept. & Oct.
Guatemala 42,042 16919 75.7 4,472 2015/Jun@019)
Juan Orlando Hernandez (Nov.
Honduras 43,278 8,307 23.0 2,766 2017/Nov. 2021)
Nicaragua 50,336 6,221 137 2,207 Daniel Ortega (Nov. 2015/Nov.
2021)
Panama 29,120 4,008 618 15089 ‘;‘(‘)‘ig)ca”os Varela (May 2014/Nsgy
South America
. Mauricio Macri (Oct. & Nov.
Argentina 1,073,518 44,082 637.7 14,467 2015/0ct.27,2019)
Bolivia 424,164 11,071 37.1 3,353 Evo Morales (Oct. 2014/0ce7,
2019)
Brazil 3,287,957 207,679  2.055 9,895 ;gg;"'sona“(’oa 20180ct.
Chile 291,932 18,383 2770 15.070 Sebastian Pifier&l¢v. 2017Nov.
2021)
. Ivdn Duque Marquez (May & June
Colombia 439,736 49,292 309.2 6,273 2018/May 2029
Lenin Moreno Feb. &April
Ecuador 109,484 16,777 102.3 6,098 2017/Feb. 2021)
Paraguay 157,048 6,954 29.4 4,260 Mario Abdo (April2018April 2023
Martin VizcarrgApril & June
Peru 496,225 31,828 215.2 6,762 2016/April 20219
Tabaré Vazquez (Oct. & Nov.
Uruguay 68,037 3,493 584 16,722 2014/0ct.27,2019)
Venezuela 352,144 31431 2101 6,683 Nicolas Mduro (May2018May

2024

Sources: Area statistics are fromhe Central Intelligence Agen&®World Factbookvith square kilometers
converted into square miles. Population and economic statistics are fronmtemational Monetary Fun@iMF)

oWor |l d

Economic
Informacion, Republica de Cuf@NE]),

de Cuba 2017,

O uCubapogulation statfstics aredn?@fidinga Nacional de Estadisticas e
0 AnEusatraide® st i co

Pobl aci - n,

a. Geographically, Belize is located in Central America and Guyana and Suriname are located on the northern

coast of ®uth America, but all three are members of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and are
therefore listed under the Caribbean region.

b. The IMF database does not include economic statistics on Cuba. As reported by Cuba, in 2017, the

countryé®os
See ONEI ,

Estad?2sti

co

d

e

Cuba

g r ast §GDE; oumentspticesy wap $96.91billion and GDP per capita was $8,617.
OAnuario

2017,

presented above because they are not comparable to IMF statistics. Cubaatdesve direct elections for

head
t he

i ts of

wi t h

government .
president

c. The Granger governmentlost@-c onf i dence

of t hat

vot e

new elections are likely to be held by April 2019.

Il nstead,
body

n

@Onerbbar@euncil & Gtatess | at ur e

servi Cubads
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he

ng as

country®os
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d. Martin Vizcarra took office in March 2018 upon the resignation of Pedro Pablo Kuczynski, who faced
impeachment.

2018 ,umnterviecersa le xxpper i enced siganipreantdepdoblresceg
March just ahedhdeaff dnvettbmalNttmmeghayr gwsdes p
t

In

in

protests against the governmentviody®motels iadeart Dan
300 people ki-tl1ghldt papBFagil] asfiadreBiotlisaoln arraoc ewoim t
OctgbgBwbtos»naree camp,aighnethedodia vow to purge
leftist political o pcpoonnseenttihsa,lt enhatinsyo no besoeurl vde rpso shea vae
democracy and human rights. In Guatemala, effort
and expebached UL Nt ernational Commission against

prompted wides pxrperacds spiroontse sotfs ianntde renat i onal <conce:

Since hke@thdn tights gr dadup EvampdamndHolseval uation
political rights and c¢civil woirbledawfirdegea rfiheyevhi ¢ h it
annot . ffeerepo201lBclo,vetrhe ggt2wWal 7c oiam ktahided s

American anc g€omit bl ¢ @ mVde nCeuzbuad It a rcaonuknetdr ile0s as par
freBolivia, Col ombi a, the Dominican Republic, Ec
Me x i Nioc,a raangdu aP, a—+raangdu atyhe remaini ng gd bnfflbpa@aatries of
report pointed to positive BreoeedommHatsei hatdadd
EcuasParesident Lenin Morenffem mevohg sdwaey rfud em
predecessor;f oRa feaaesli n(go rprreeasnsdu rfeo ro np rtohpeo smendgi at he r
term.lnAmfiasendum on term limits and other reform

substantialFmbrgamyi2a0¢e&rlTVhe sbr pedomedouwused or enp o
measures 1in Col odnebeinat itoon lainmdi tf oprr etthrei aclont i nued e
in areas for me fwliygec amrctbred Islgepdv ey ys ml@eftlttbo ptelae e a c c o
with the Revolutiondbipw AFARL)Forces of Col om

On the nelgragddemsHaodwrs en podeamitealdoppnoent s in Venezuel
Hondur as, Ni cart ag@Frle7ecadnodm Mtoxuisceo described Venezu
“descenttonstsbigiend h”dma mBiotleaixviraaens scietd sacsh ¢ ons abou
by the’scomattircgyutritwhime hetgpurrens i d e n mithhlanti twe r e

suppor aed@0byg r;e ftehree ntdewrmm d ihhmivtes prevented current
Mo r afloeens s e e k it th g tFer refiroduorm Ho uHoen deir @ at si fNloawweaindd e r

20ptTesidential elections in which belatedly upd:

and handed victoriyt torNihea nf anlgatdlandbilermgte d amulni ci pal
eld¢ ilomsXhivdbring t he DpaanrOteyl .{ogfs Pdriessciudsesnetd bel ow, t
in Nicaraguaiha2 088cecApordtedhere has Dssen growi
rul egbeer nment arnhd viet sv isousegndt rlttyte irrsse Iparpepsbe sxii tciog n
Freedom House cited revelations of extensive st a
society activists threa’tening to expose public ¢
Since h20omw mitst I nt(eEllhlh)ge pc ad@mddmamcirmdeyx

e xamitnhseh gt e of de moc T hegdsndiefkidewsi fdied d ntdejmo<cra<ci es
fl awed dehnyoberriade, areedgiit hews i t abhandregi mesings for 6
covering electoral process and pluralism, c¢civil
participation, I anddétmpoclriatciyc ailn deeuwsR ¢4 ut theeu £t Ji € x aimn n ¢
Latin Amer iictabeaannd, trhet Ciamc Isipcdiatkg nE sCma lillmbEmal icsolm
its 2017 1indexptCuibca EalnUd cVacansedzioufeil¢ad.Mbse w ue ¢ gi me s
lTFreedom House, “Freedom in the World 2018, Democracy in Cr
2 lbid.
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wadowngr adiea hotra t adrnirasmef dre ctclmosnet ionfu etdhes 1 i de t owar
di ct a’taontde kb o mtshee ogfo Vse rvninmoelnetnt suppress igmidfi ngppos
and disenfafanehp ¢ s imteirsdind el leiandienrgs , edfa mtdlmea t cepdp o s i t i o1
legis’latite. 2018 democracy index, itshhe oFI W uachded f
counmoi e sfggggrthes si ve ré8&pdeptsadgobvermmecagy forces th
to numerous human rights Violations and the deat

The EO US icnldaesxsiivfei ecdo ufnt r i—eBso liihvlital,2 Gna ¢ @ ma | a

Haiti, andsHbyduigas rcecoguihmbersaets erized by weak rule
civil s,oditeind ¢ s pmeaa dT h&drl 8u g inedleaxs ¢ wbH i e diumt r i e s
thegr@msta Rica amd lUrdegwidfEacasesi es as flawed de
or couthatibave free and fair elections and respe

weaknesses in ot héeltheaspeopotrst omforttbedmt chratth gg.orvee g inane
rembenet by corruption and the mafdf‘phtag icf etnt ansn
deficiencies in governance and the practice of d
confidence in governmdmwmm, ,imanfdond miIldecmamldictdicya i tis
the return of populism to both Mexico and Brazil
to populis tstcoapn dPihdea treost .t o

Economic Outl ook

Whertthhse 1980s were commonl decafler bé¢ ¢ dneasneyd o ptmk a t 1
countries were bogged down with unsustainable pu
a strategwubeffiitmpomtg industrialization to one fc
of foreigln poapviattalz,atamn of state enterprises. L:
downturn in 2002 (brought about 1in part because
buittecovered with strong growth r atgasi munatfifle c2t0e0d9 ,
the regioanwmtb eantr %¢ct a oa olonfiti eargnmavteiton2al Monet a
(I ME t a t%Ssotmiec sc oiunn ttrhiee srpeegiicem c e d st cheapne fortthée@ &9 s i on
Thomere closely integrated wiwhrehbhidtBardeesthomy
countries with more diversified trade and invest

The region rebounddedc oimmg it tOlo imdn @K, 46 w
respectively, butamrgorwadttheyrdb etghaadt %t o wdgdodd idhreidn g

in 2T0hlgd obal decline siingnciofmmoadnittlyy parfi€deast @8 d t he r
economic s Irewdaepepde taintde Tfhoer riengpioornt se.x per i enced an
contra@fh om dBrbalghged down by recessibns in Ar gent
Vene Zsuesleaver e econ,o miawhhdteh ®@ rd oamamyncontracted 1¢
however, economic growthwrehudnd&® goowhba.re

I'n JanuartyME2s0tli9mad¢ceod otmh at gr owt h in Latin America
declined sli ghatniwp st or lo.,j k% ttieddma Filnla8B2 & 19®» .in 2020
(sdab2)&arly ,in h2e0 USME thad 900 regd onal Hgorwewtehr ,f or

SEconomist Intelligence 20di’t FEkW) SpeBethoamadey MNundaxk, ” Jari
“%E1 U, “Democracy Index 2018: Me Too? Political Participatio
51bid.

SEconomic statistics in this sect iWatldEconemicdutiookn I nt ernati onal
Database” Oct ober 2018, and “World Economic Outlook Update,” J

contraction refer to percentage changes in gross domestic product (in constant price) as reported in the IMF database.

Congressional Research Service R45120 - VERSIONZ - UPDATED 6



Latin America and the Caribbean: Issues in the 115th Congress

VenelZsuecont i nued eamaomi coadoinil ¢ nienh asl el wenrgaels count r
1l owegdr oWt h

Latin America made signifi cainnte gpuraolgimte@hGOodurg hc o mb a
14. In 2%02f alhspoptighdinmnpdvertdyt,habtutf ibgyu r2e0 1 4
d dropped to 2 7mi8 %, omkExyreeespaeret.pionvge rltobyd (current |
e World Bank as living omedeosct hahi% 1lp&®&0i pér
2r0e0p2r,e s ent ing 57 %mi hl®r6 it & o p ATewpoe dkpelyg .f8a ct or s
coumg for thincrdacliiniEge pwar eceapita income levels
pendkintouwne sas condit i on aflorc avsuhl nterraanbsl fee rs epcrtoogrrsa. m

» o B e O

nce 2015, the poventyeasa¥hdoff otr Bsd apodpgunlokihn r i ¢ a

bt mHmi8KBlIion people. Lii lheawii sne Amexterdddmed %t odowme r t y

17, representing 62 millionl pegeohebe Thetrebets
economic setbacks in Braxpé¢raadcddnsietgal §jcha
capita income levels, according to the U. N.
i bbean. In contrast, poverty reduction has <co
riengcilound,¢ mgt fiiewvse t hatpeawt adpepcentpgeerty bet
7 Argentina, Col ombi a, €osta Rica, E 1 Salvad

N AT TNy 0 T
oOF® 00 o0~

—_ o = =

Table 2.Latin America and Caribbean :Real GDP Growth, 2016 -2020
(annual percentage change)

2018 2019 2020
2016 2017 estimate projection projection

Brazil -3.5 1.1 1.3 2.5 2.2
Mexico 2.9 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.2

Latin America and the -0.6 1.3 1.1 2.0 2.5
Caribbean

Source: International Monetary Fundfyorld Economic Outlp@lctober 2018

Uu. S. Howarcg Latin America and
Cari bbean

ts in Latin Ameridd vemdethadCamichbmel@anecor
y and humanitarian concerns. Geographic
he dUntihtee dr eSgiaone,s waint h t he United States
st source ofLafidme iAgne ri £ aeeno tamidm #Ceadr .0 b men ar

Seresn

ity
t ween t

rge
de agreements (FTAs) have augmentedold. S. econ
in AmerliednbywpaViwmazsyel a, Me xttko, Umintde € oS toantbd =
h 2 8 #fo eitt s 1 mp oir2tOeld6 TWersutdeer m i He mi sspohuerrcee iosf a 1 e
. i mnbiogirbagtaild ni;d d ®grad phi c epcroomxoimnmict yanadnds ecurity
condiatrme@aper factors driving migration trends. Cu
America and the Caribbean has been a key compone

cE0T e o C
- o= s oo

T MF, “World IlBbcdkn dUpidcat@ut” January 2019.

8 U.N. Economic Commission for Latin America and the CaribbeaciagBPanorama of Latin America 281 January
2019.

9 Ibid.

Congressional Research Service R45120 - VERSIONZ - UPDATED 7



Latin America and the Caribbean: Issues in the 115th Congress

maojr i nterestmorfe Otahegenr ed@sceafdeetshe PphstUdecadeSt ate :
has engdged ismcurity cooperation with Mexico, Ce
ombat drug traffidAksi ndg sanrd bteaddmwbddd ewiumlternicees. i n
giaooma e enormous strides in terms of democrat.i

(¢}

re

communi s tr eCmabian éhéars aut horitarian rule since the
undemocratic practices, hpaavret irci wleanw h ymm asmey vernael z uceolu
observers aharnadtadNireahriag u aa,n dwhni ciln chraecsa sgi ngl y
aut horitarian.

Obama Administration Policy

In its policy toward the region, the Obama Admin
on four pproimwortiitnige sedc osnoocmiacl opportunity, ensuring
strengdthfeenc tnigve de moacnrda tsiecc ugroivnegr naa ncclee,an ener gy f
respects, there was significant continuity 1in U.

Obmg i B Administration had many Geefortghe sWle ame polic

Admi ni sltnr aatdidoint. Obmaymat Admi ni stration emphasized p
responsibility, with policy conducttaad @mdt he bas
dialogue.

Under t hhed mMOlmama t &t i &npirtoevdi dSetda tseisg ntihfei craengti osnu ptpoo r
combat drug trafficking and organized crime and
ontinuation aonfd Piltasnr sCpocleognsbsiead 1 as tthlee Mére atai on
nitiative, begun in 2007 to support Mexico; the

c

I

(CARBEEun in 2008; and the Caribbean Hasin Secur
201pursedubge aof unaccompanied children and othe
seeking to enter the United States, the Obama Ad
known as the U.S. Strategyaifmad Entgagoamreaontynangn Cen
S

engtihgngovernancerosamdr ipryo.moting

On trade matters, the Obama Administration resol
to FTAs with Col ombmeagamidatPadamadehat he Bush Adm
resollwetdi droe scsoinogn al enact ment of 1implementing leg
The Administration also conclude®arcegotti ations i
Partnership (TPPwhinhchddeadgMeament Chil e, and Per
nations.

In the absence of congressional action on compre
turned to executiver aant tkinoonwni na s2 ODI€2h ewidthhd oad cptricogn
Arrivals (DACA), which providedanted iwlfo faromi ded o
chilBrenObama Admigmasnteadt Tompel sa(@@HPtR)Y)r cHtaci ctticach sSt a
in the United Ssamassatec2@irbbquoabketin

I n

ot her polOibcaynac Madmg ensi ,s ttrlre¢ i on announced a maj
moving away -sftraonmd itnhgd askaenutgt a pmrsoach toward a »p i
With regard to the deteriorating political a
Ad mi ntiisotns epdr efsor di af o g ue dhhedpl rroenspotlevde bhyr oCuognhg r e s s

passage of the Veme zZRli¢d ska aPDadf €nsvé¢ | dPRIddR2@AL B Act of
the Admimmpdgad itoamr get e dVesnaenzcat€ifonnosi ailns 2i0Onlv50 lovne d i
rights abuses.
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Trump Administration Policy

ThEr ump Ad mihmiss thradktein Latin America and the Caribbean:

that have changed th Views of U.S. Leadership ok
for U.S. rel anteiroamsa W A2017Galluppublic opinionpoll of worldwide views

Car i bMdse adni.s ¢ u st sheed Sh ea| onU.S. leadership showed that in Western
Deparsmenforth a fra Hemisphere countries, 58% disapproved of U.S.
leadershipand24% approved. Thigsultwas a

policy towand ,Fe b ‘,B,m h e significanthange from 2016vhen the Gallup poll
re f lec t s ¢o ?St ti anmidi it iy g | showed that 27% disapproved of U.S. leadership ang
objectives in the r €| 49%approved.The highest rates of disapproval in 201
howeappear sodtdos sbweimteaht | were in Chile (74%), Mexico (72%), and Uruguay (70
the Admi’niasd¢, r aseonnwent i 1 Similarly, a 2017 Pew Reseaf@nter survey of seven
accompanied bygntough Latin American countries showed that a median of 4}
i mmi groat ion, t rAaldteh,o | gggme?r:azv(;)lrgble view of the United Statdeyn from
P i Bt 1l at i ' .
resit g e’ntcdnump h a 20 A 2018 Pew Research Center worldwide survey h

atte n anc .e at t © p includel Argentina, Brazil, and Mexiain all three ©
Americas 1in Pponttwa B| countriesconfidence inthd).S. Resident was among
engage with hemis ph el thelowestworldwide.hterms of favorable views of
PresidentrMpkes®Pahned the United States, 32% in Aggtinaand Mexico had
St aatte st he. s ummi t favorable views, anb% in Brazil had a favorable viey

. . . Sources:Gal |l up, ORating Wor
Th r umgml ni sp.trroaptmsoenq‘[ U.S. vs. Germany, ;Pewi na,
1n as siostbtmrtaen Amer i1 dResearch Center, oOFewer

Caribbaanignificant |[theUS FavordpUnderT ump, 6 Apri |
Admini sThappgromk§hate Pew Research Gﬂmimnat@rral,Ratngr
bil eiqmme st e d ffoorr tehaec ZROel8rT1a|n Low, Especially 1
FY2018 and FhYa2v0el f&l dewco

crease of 36% and 35%, respectively, of the

7 billion in as sn shitY@2mM¢AE pnrootveidd ebderl kogwe © WCe chrger geis a
e Admi'ni EY2@Qt8 omeqtiestigndafdndedpheackegngn at
sistance in FY20TdngfessFY¥2AO1AotthemploEte act.i
proprihbitlilenBkionu ¢bhenst hwoul d have continued to fund
1
1

ombia, Mexico, and Central Amtaf€ecngne¢sdcards
Tocwa rd t Hen‘®e §1i ohofledlgmw.A) d

On trade 1 s s uesshi fPtreeds ttdhaed il nognr gphmpmii myi stt fr aft a sotn
focused on increasing economic l|linkages with Lat
agreecmebhetssc pabe¢dfree trade atgo ell.mE.ntwo rakse rdse tarn dnei
and vowed tnoe Wrainre gaord ddaa ghreead mePnrtess i doerndte rTerdu nip. S .

wit wdt af rpaom ptohseePda cTirfaincs Partner shim (¢ R2PORIp7/rtyr ade a
t haeccord would have increased U.S. eSopmbmacl ¥,jnk
the Presgrdagtly criticized NAFTA and warmned repea'f
withdrawefrmrgwe time M¢ xi ¢ oBya ntdh eCaennadd aof September 2
counhardecasc hed agpremes@diotne dMeSx ifaoms da Agr e e men
(USMCAWhich WAFITA leapatyi swinededsache as
provisions regarding Tthhee Adamirfsy mpowd it d wima ofddut i ke
steel and mpbumsnume  OcliBa laldedte gleeditcdt on Ve Bietr Ia 1
countthesr(eSgéfenade JBol Dwy)

Beyond trade, bilateral relationmmawticorhy Memtiic o h a
immi grant rhetosicgpPresddent ]l frfimp Mexico to pa
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mi ni $st rSaetpitoenndbeecri s2i0oIn7 t(op otmed tDATdA Yy affecting se
ousandaMdximoamns tnhiagnr almGGh,s0eOwW0h e r ¢ 1 n) .t hDee shpeimies p h
nsions,-Mexecahlr &l 8tions remain comperative, i
lated to drug interdiction and efforts to bols
EMe x i’beoel ow. )

no o - o

he Trump Administrat icoanu saecdt icoonnsc eornn Fihmmmi gtrhaet iro
mlnlstratuhitmrarmmo’a”d’lﬂmend op NiceaFam@@Wmsanyary 2019
68, 000 iHhau ltyi;a2ptkal ®3 , 000 Sian vhedptreambswelpy €& 1 9

,000 Hiom dluar mwmish ¢ Q@ainﬁ)p;rrdsesed cwohnect ehrenrs tahbeoyu th a v e
e capacity to recabet e eofpfomtactmyt ipael opdleep baenida t i on s
onohiesAdmi si senat popomptedi @ovtobecha@2DlIl8ngas fed
urt i1issued a preliminary injunction preventing
caragua, Hai,pendand E£heSelhvaedme of the 1itigat

el el = o) s = U o

hiemmi graat jissumcsh as t he 1 fzpelreometfigtlaeltriiacomnclelod waat d i

rder scraandstiongmaAgr al deci si om girhe dJawmes t 2200 In& ntgh a t
gang violence omwiddme gtuladmdyacgld gdnneeatddiyct t

ility of many Ce nrtercaaly vAam®. £Micgarna tmii,dgne dlwstwsu)et so

e galrde stiod ecCmtb aTr umpmp limwé 1 tehda2t® lpfhed i ally 1ol
omea maf Atdmd @ betfrfaotritesn t o normalize relation
sdries¢rud¢e¢ i ons on financial transactions Wi
ry and the eli-mpaepiontodvehdfkrdam&t pbeopid
ral relations, the State Department downs.i
mbienr R2édslponse to unexplained injuries of U.
a(nSaéCeu Blael ow. )

th regard to the ELaatbbbPeparemeonon, UsSued a mul
policyt reewamequsred by -Chei heaadSBt aAtcetg iocf En ga g
201P6. L(.-29MIL 4 The strategy established a framework
ared8ecurity,prdispdemrennatgyy, e duc.atliomnt hanadf themthathh o
Hurricanes ITrihai aead Maatias phevided sgethd e¥23 mil
assistance to several Carib®9 & Caam icbRbaegdithoenl osw. dnd f o

As the political and doacoovmiwuaddtehdé npdbmumm Venez
Admini shtasspokem out against the amtdi smsp pofr ttelde Ma
r e gieofnfaolr t s t o help Fesohpes &d eae cvoanneiaadinticyt noof n s

(both targeted and kmaa dparova demndo thiucmasna it catrii ams )a s ¢

cCog BT ZOOTwE RO N T
- o o O <

Ee
o 0w =

t h
c k
ang
I 1t
i1 at
pte
\%

Twog
S

=

Venezuel ans who havEBEhd]lAdmitmwmi sottrthaetri commeggadresddl y
additional sancti oths baitmag atr aldiemiwtiithg Vemepmuel a,
concerns that such sanctions could exacerbate th
influencing the behavioa“Veonfe Z7thell w.dur o gover nmen
I'n Nigapamlgiutai cal wunrest against the increasingly
Ortega began tor gmpmwi nins 20ad B, osithepoglky about aga
Ortggesersmast ofndispbampddOAtBesd]l uti on vpademaeng t |
The Admini bk tesmaptliooyneedd 1tsaarngcetti ons afidi asaspnpesfreetzian
against several individuals responsible for huma

I'n Guat cAdamli an,i ssttthreotnigdny s wp pdfet’*f/dINther m @t i onal

Commi sasgiadmpunity i(nCIQGIaG)@udeld7m it was wunder siege
governfees ident JLIimmyd0 Mb,s oinbweowevoenrtse nd t hat t he
Administration has nbhtaspokenMontalsesrgongbynmaaotg
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to weakGMl tthloGhgh a Sofifte®Pehbdremhmend Congress 1n
CIIGsi mportant rtrole in strengthening the rule of
corruptionai St@uat dmplaaStemartt argya ddutStaft e Mi ke P
Septembteal @i Bhe with PmradiscdadntquMoertdloms about U. S
CIIG. The statement said that Pompeo and Morales
government wdGbkuath glowi thh€l 8ecretary expressed co
“‘a reforGiaddCEE€mmi tted to working with Guatemala
t he ¢ omPAnfgt eyre aPrr.e si dent Mor al el 9 ntnhoautn cheed wans egaori
expel CICIG, the U.S. Embassy in Gubobemalheissue
futur ec porfu patnitoin e f f dbuts diad tmlh¢ spewtrfyscally ment
actions aglainst CICIG.

Tk Tr ump rAadmionna sanlesdko about the activiti®heof Chin
Admini $st r2a0tli7onNat i onal Secur i tsye eSktsr attoe gpyu lclo nttheen dr
into 1ts orlbed itrthwesutgliamtdsatadmd IRmasthigt,s ifsaidaent in
olitics of the Cold War by Dbolstering i1its radic
iti"Thasstratd@pywtas sCéhritnsa and Russia support the
ndre seeking to exmammdd amimlsi tsarl #*dInianfkeabgei at ye e
018 ,Setchreenf a S8y &t ¢ | Re x Sang awianrsnte dpot ent i al actors tl
in our”shpeeneiisfpihcearlel,y referring to China and Ru:
Psifiohoot] bat nn AMmedsisce¥Rued i growing presence 1in th
ar,imiontgi nmag eist sofs arms andomuhiftraenwde gurpme mes wh
are or respet&it democratic values.

n o AS N 0T
== o]

Following 'EFldSal vyandmpl omawicchel ations from Tai w
2018, the White House 1ssued a statement t hat 1t
Sal vador an nglSweeprt2nddmietixttth e St at e Depart metnhte recalle
U.S. scbfefirosmi the Dominican Republic, EI Salvado
countdreicéd sions to switch diplomdThe Teoamgnition f
Admi ni $st rpaotliiocny appresaebtiowardsChnnahetregion i
of prAdvmionuisst rations sciowvficiecrhns wWshbiolwf IrChnoe, e mphas
engagement and consultat ilb.nSs. wwatrhn iCihgisn aa boonu tL aGhiin
been met withr ek, pwiiitchi ssno men ctohhert Une s eda Bt ahgsohn
respect their sovereign decGRSi olnns .F o(cFuosr IaFd1d0i9t8i2o,n
ChimaEngagement with Lati,n bAmeMaircka Pand utlie vG@ar ian
L um)

Trump Administrati owi cRolPirceys i Rdreanme wirkke. Pence s p ol
Admi ni $st rpaotliiocny t oward the region in several spe.

>

VYy.S. Department of State, “Secretary Pompeo’s Call with G
6, 2018; and U.S. Congress, House Committee on Foreign Afiaivencing U.S. Interests in the Western

Hemispheretestimony of Kenneth H. Mam, Acting Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for the U.S. Department of

State, Bureau of Western Hemisphere Affairs,@6ng., 2¢sess., July 11, 2018.

“U.S. Embassy in Guatemala, “On the Fightry®204% nst Corrupti
12White HouseNational Security Strategy of the United Staf@scember 2017.

BU.S. Department of State, Secretary of State Rex W. Tille"
February 1, 2018.

Y“White House, “Srteastse mkenctr eftraormy tchre Pl Salvador,” August 23,

“U. S. Chiefs of Mission to the Dominican Republic, El Salyvwv
statement, September 7, 2018.
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2017 trip visiting Ar genSi maJoa@hsSirb eld.f fCiocl ioambsi a , a
speaking about U.S. policy in other parts of the
“Amer i c’alolfisr mtot mean America alone. He acknowled
Latin America and the Undi.t eHe Sntaaitnetsa ianreed itnheaxtt rtirc
crime sustained by drug trafficking 1ishet he most
pledged continued 8. S. support to combat it.

Inthe Tr ump Adsnmeicnoinsdt ryaetairo,n oiftffsiawmen ks f 6t e ¥Vh8d pouot
Latin America bhmdF¢ heudhaSypichrbebtay.y of State Till
fr avoafkc us ed on ftolrr edde Sp i iednagtralsgeeenceengtiz o o n W

prsper,ictsmer i ty, amgdveédeMiimesei three bohganngdi have bee
U. Bolakjyectives in LatinaAwmkmgygtcahampdr wdhteb Car i bbe
Obama Ad misfiopoririactyl opnr i negiwna h( f e thkeeption of s
cl eamgy nfAtt hAeper2i0ll 8 Summit dfh tPeFuAme Preasi dent Pe
emphasized that the Western Hemisphere nations a
“an enduring aspiU.aSt.i osng efnocry ffroere dlomt o rtUSaAtliDonal De

1
€1

Director Mark Gheent hthmenisthhaerddad ftafirdAegdomt 201 &
speech that discusdadygthdiwotheodfmbmwoe podesawiyyffort
byt he State®Department

In some respectasn,d talce i ovhtjtleieetsS taadt vels hilkegparerdtygmm ekn tf o r
U.S. policy toward the region appear to contradi
Trump and t hés Aedfnfionritsst rtaot iroenduce U. S. foreign as.
signi fMocraecnotsvlemrot ad above, positive views 1n the 1
in Z2Gtld7,20il8f 1 Wd s pad algyrnhge tpoocleictaiachadlons on 1 mmi gr a
and tradws. cSwclhd vaifef e ct tihees winl 1tihneg nrewsigsti lnonft liceo ucnot o
Unit e donStraetgeisonal aensd, gnhaokbianlg cihta lnhoerneg di fficult f
engender support from individual countries when
On November 1, 2018 egr Naothino aBdotl t8oens pne e t h Adv Ms a mi ,
the Admimipokbnc¢ion in LatintAmedestr tbbat vewafaede
oppression,t otoali alidns ihghneR graigniiosnccent of Cold War p
rhetoric, Bolt on gruef, e ramnedd Vte‘édh ¢ @w bk ,a "oildrs cttayhlied n n y
hemisphetrfei ntahlalty hrdddte irteefde mtaot cthh.e t“thhe ec awsuentafi e s

immense human suffering, the 1impetus of enor mous
sordi dofcrcaoddneuni sm in t hH®AsWepsrteevrine wieedmiisnp htehree .s p e ¢
Administration subsequently increased economic s

Bwhit e Remaksby Vice Presitit Pence and President Santos of Colombia in Joint Press Conference
August 13, 2017.

B¥yU.S. Department of State, Secretary of State Rex W. Tille;
February 1, 2018.

“White House, “Reemmnt kBebye ViceFPresiBHAlenary Session of the
2018.

BUSAI D, “U.S. Agency for International Development Adminis:
Americas Event,” August 8, 2018.

®The White Hous ei,on“aRle nBaerckusr ibtyy Ndadtvi ser John R. Bolton on th
America,” November 2, 201 8.
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Congress aloavakPal t e Regi on

Congress traditionally haasr dp llaayteidn aAmearcitciav ea nrdo lte
Caribbeanbonbhtbemssbd&tion ands ogveecorgsriagphhti.c (pirvoexni nt:
the United Stpaotldise,wald.dS .t hffomreiggmn and domestic p
particularly in araadse.of 1mmigration and

The 'Cohigress rejected manys ofr dthes éfd uanpt sAdima nfi & it
assistance to Latin AmericaCommdIltikde tCadr iAplparomp rfi @

foreign id to mdhre rtelga m nt, h @ bAddimhi 5i5s% ration had
LikeWwioxe FY2019, both the House and Senate Appr orp
(H. R. atn¥8 5 3rle0s8p e xtthadal siveemdd ey countries and 1init.i
1 e vaeplpsr oac hi ng TFhYe2 '0Wb7H glreevsesltswpdprtte vend cont i nuing
resol,Bth d2d4SnR. L .2 98 50 v FX2Hfdo9r ei gn aid appropriat.i
FY2018 levels through Decembwrea2l1l FY201989, fhbudidggd
leavitngot'CohgTawd6additional FY2019 House Approprt
H. R. (5C%5me r €le R. dHA dRS. 8 (6Flidn7a n ¢ i ahlaplS @ewvvisdeos)s t hat w
havte ghhd eanomic s amnctbiuvotn st hoen SCeunba t ¢ Asp pvreorpsriioantsi o n
diddndt not have sitrmiel'flolfgrevssidodsnendcomplete a
appropriations measures

Thkohn S. Mc Cain National De fPe nLs.€ 31@uStRh o)r§i5zAd &t i on
signed iinn tAaZ PlulSsts s everal Latin Ameekenadedovision
prohibition on the use of funds in FY2019 to clo
at Guantana(moi Mialygar Cmbavi sBh.olnlsZ4weF ¥2 0 h?e 1l midleidt d my
construction abph.piSiBY2O®h3, Damart ment .0f Defens e
Sect i orne qludi8rfeedpor SetroMaphieaf coordination with tt
Defense and other appropriate agencies, rT1egardin
campaign finance i1in Hondprasc¢l wdahgmthe, namdngl o
involved tntThaechfacdnovd rR.pPheapf . 1,é&1 ihedbhel 1,
Defense Intelligence Agency to submit a report o
CubMi,caragua, and Venezuel a.

e r
S c
Act, P2OLLY8 4 f a cdtne dMa r cCho n2g0ple®&.vy i ded an esinmated § 1
r a
k

In Decemher '[QAdfnlghe, nsts te Ni chragua Human Rights and

Act ofP. Z0-3 8HGR. )19 A8 approved,sthheUmeaesdr 8t ategsui
vote against any loan fromttohd&Niicatragmatti @ naddifaemn
basic human needs.Thoe bazwmotsgsodeambborncyes the Pre
sanc¢vomna restrictioms perdomnss ates polnsadlbilmrg)f or hi
violatioftorompddton.
In otherHawvapmpormnbv Bdh e2n6 5D8& c2eOnibhedrn g 1 t s tphreo vbiislilon s ,
woul da h & Wdhruinzaenii a m a s sViesnteazmicanli dfsorrSvybtr €1 i ntroduced
the SSnatiéMa8 0 h’had ne wer S v e 3i4n8 6Secnpb e r 2018, but ac
was not completedeosn these 1initi
Bot h hous eesv ecarpaplr oroegsdoUlsuSt. i gmsl i ¢ yo vteaowatrhd tchoeu rrseeg iod
11'Congress

T On Venezuelpaa s StechBee $Sne nFadtDed iwdhriyc h fcooarl 1 e d

the release of political prisoneSr;s and support

the hhasdeéle Resin 209¢ ¢ mnaegie nezuel a to hold free

fair, and open elections, release all politic
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international hwma nSietpatreimabre ra s2s7i,s ttahnec eHous e Co
on Foreign AH.fRes,s dafppfrdoevdke,d whi ch condemns th
deteriorating situation in Venezuela and the
caused; the committee agoafeetdma deislele k House c ¢
suspension of the rules.

T On Me xico,p acshdke. Recsnm t823 60 £t hwhich called for the
United States to support efforts by Mexico art
trafficki nagnyolf iinltlbiecdiht8 tfhktnets ; Hi.hRee sHouse appr o
33i6n De c2e0njblerre a f firming its strong commit ment
partnership based on mutual respect.

T On ArgeatHmwms eHt pRaecsss.e d¥40r]li7lwhi ch expressed
commitment to the bilateral partnership and ¢
faareaching economic r Rffdramsi;ontsh € oSnenni atte eF arroio
a similarS.Resol d280W la7 ¢

T On Central AmerikdaRe gihne | Blfbyu’svweh ipcals s e d
reaffirmed that combating corruption in EI S

an important U.S. policy interest.

T On Cuba, t heS.SReensa. h 2Xpdn s bk e A0 1 8, comme mor ating
of Cuban democracy activist Oswaldo Payad.

T On Nicaragua, Ht. Re sHoWRal‘pga@ ddthning t he
violence, persecution, intimidation, and mur
of Nicaragua #Hdgainst 1ts citizens.

For a discussion of potentTehgitie®uddfoddrkrt teonside
1 1tk o n g,fteeslso w

Regi onal | ssues

u. S. Foreign Aid

The United States provides foreign Caasrsiibsbteaannc e t o
to support development and other U.S. objectives
strategic interests in the region at different t
Cold War to promoting dember 2290andOvpent mar ettt
the Trump Administration has sought to refocus U
U. S domestic concerns, such as irregular migrat
The Trump Admini st rsaitginoinf iaclasnot hcaust sp rtoop olk.eSd. a s s i ¢
and the CaTraibB)eebm ¢aselk of its annual budget prop
rguested approximately $1.1 billion to be provid
accounts managed by the State Department and the
(USAI D). The FY2019 request wouldtamtcef umdli wo ufl @
reduce aid for every Latin American and Caribbea
region woul5d9Mdddibidehe EBmpHhred to .t hTcheFY2018 estir
Admi ni $st rFaYt2i0oln9 budget propobndAenek s c awofbandbhit mi:
small, independent U. S. foreign assistance agenec
region.
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Table 3.U.S.Assistance to Latin America and the Caribbean: FY2011 -FY2019

(appropriations in billios of U.S. dollars)

FY2011 FY2012 FY2013 FY2014 FY2015 FY2016 FY2017 FY2018 FY2019

(Estimate ) (Request)

1.86 1.82

1.68 1.48 1.58 1.71 1.72 1.70 1.11

Sources: U.S. Department of State€Congressional Budget Justifgégioforeign Operations, FYEXYIZY, at
http://www.state.gov/releasesabindexhtmand O0FY2018 65%B(BHALAOI 20&A8i ons

Note: The FY2017 and FY2018 totals each include $9 million appropriated for the Organization of American
States as multilateral assistance for the region.
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Contemporary drug trafficking and transnational
degradations in citizen security and economic de
high levels of violence and dhroungi ctirdaedse., Dmweasnpyi t e e
governments in Latin America, particularly in th
90% ofbboWw.nSl. cocaine passes, continue to suffer fi1
and overwhelmed 1 aw enlf oargcééMueinet® vaenrd, bgoorvdeerrn nceonntt r
corruption,l enel udompge hdtghon with criminal organ
interdict drugs, investigate and prosecute traff
widespread pelhzrlpyioamogngpgamany Latin American obs
Uu. S. demand for i1illicit drugs i’s odmggehyg ¢pi mt aa
violence probl e ms.

Criminal gangs with originsMamasSalk(hWStr3nuc€hadiforn
and “t'let "ganhg, continue to undermine citizen sec:
authority 1n Cernetlraatle dAnwveiroilcean.c eGahnags been particu
Hondur as, and urbanihutiasgimnmo Guame maff at he olmt ghes
the world. Although some gangs engage in local d
role in transnatGhagsal hdvegbeteraffnoekiwmwgd in a 71 an
actividiag, extoktion, money | aundreerliantge,d avnido Iweenacp
has fueled unauthorized migration to the United
u. S PoSicyupport to counter drug trafficking an
the Caribbd&kaewy Hos ubbe o dJ. S. policy toward the 1 ¢
most significant U. S. support program was Plan C
more than $10 billion to help Colombia combat bo
by the drug trade. After Col ombi a ’ss ilganregde sat hliesfttoi
guerrilla group, tahses 1 Yntiatnecd S toa theesl pp ri omwpildemke nt t |
new strategy called’sPadacd s€€@ wdnesmit aoh .efn€mil ganbi an an
forced eradication caused some tensions with U. S
production. Colombian President I va(nAlDuoquseeehas v
“Col otisbeicabe dow. )

Uu. S. suppo to combat drug trafficking and redu

rt
partnerships with ot hMérr icdoau nltnwihdasa tilny dt hteo riengpiroonv:
bilateral security thep€eatreh HNmehi Me xRegional
(CARSIT)and the CaribbeanBBas)Undh&e Obrnimay Admi hi 8t r a
those initiatives comdunmwedsEiStaacki d€vitph @wednomil
and violence prevention programs intended to 1 mp

The Trump Admiapipstomathi @ Latin America and the C

on U.S. securitlye obfecedmoretsi oAdd @afsistance prog
they place greater emphasis on combating drug ¢tr
did policies under President Obama. The Trump Ad
foerach of the U. S. security assistance programs .

President Trump also has prielr3i,t iwheidc hc otnhbea t D enpga rg
of Justice (DOJ) has named a top.Ppridmawty for U.
enforcement argaetnicoine swi tihn weototpeed units in Central
CARSI, have brought c¢crimindB mbmbges agathet Unho
States.

21 U.S. Department of Statmternational Narcotics Control Strategy Report 20March 2017.
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identrd@pumped threats toamdiphdmatwi d rtoenn ¢ hen a
evels of violencédhien Uname dc Bunmnttreise s cicmutnh e
the Latin Amesmemnahamdiofa si bbhdad 6fe gifont s
mwdiosree s. Most of ot ,hiwshitcrtha ddec ciosu nwietdh fMea x 173 %
he region and 62% of U.S. emporhsndosthe 1
]
]

= oe

to Latin America and tamreld. Baerricbhbaenadni swee r e
we4830val(siEkbd en $

e United States strengthened economic ties Wit
yteharrosu g h atth eo nn eagnodt ii mpl e me nt at i on no flt9H9ERAs . St a
1t edc uSrtralketamets] yiixn Ffilafrscoel iart g nl lAcnoeur ni:telming < o ,

ile, Col ombi a, Costa Rica, the Dominican Repub
cataPuamama NAFATA Psrbegauvfecefitthe market openi
t more 1importantnewbrewlaass eatrhcdh tkisshciibpileintheesd f ut u
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In addition to FTAs, the United States has exten
in the region thomgughst saaddh prse fidrcre Caa ipbean Ba s
Act and the Generalize,d wWhisch me opfi rPaedk feer eMeccees mi eC
GSP wawt herized 1in March unOdiekBrvusnt oh MheTende oV &
ConsolidatedndApAcPogdr2 @iIMdOs(t countries 1in the r1regi
to the World Trade Organization (WTO) and are e

n
I'n lItShet o 20 yeawosmeabtfet hMNMAFHTAgest economies 1n S
Ar ge nBrianzan d , Ve nreezsuiesltae,d t he 1 dea FTFTAsf owintihn gt hceo mp r
United Stattehser eAsarae rresmelrtqus ot her Dbilateral an

n

throughout the Western HemisphEore ¢dhampdoe, nohei
Pacific Alliance, a trade arrangement comprised
repdrytembving forward on a possible trade arrang:«
Argentina, Uruguay, and Paraguay.

In a shift in U.S. trade policy toward the regio

views FTAs as detrsmendalndost i 8s. whekbas made
and modernization a psritorraidtey poofl ihciys, Asdtmaitniinsgt rtahtai
“t he wor stTand ardeep edactacldl y warning that the United
agreemeatyeAftef NAFTA renegotiation talks, t he
preliminary bil at er aaln da gtrheee mehnrte ei nc oAuungtursite s2 Orle8a c
September 30, 2018, leading tMextthceonadaounce ment
Agreement (USMCA). On November 30si @2ileld,thtehe 1ea
USMCA; themagtebmeapproved by Congress and ratif
Canada and Mexico before it can enteel ynto force

intact but incslwdpsosiomeowchanggasrding the dairy
agreement has updated and modernized provisions
enforceable labor and envadonmreatiadi pro,viass ows ], ]
provisions on -ownedpetnbarpnidsesate

U. S. trade actions in 2018 under Section 232 of
aluminum and steel imports added negiohallanges
2018, President Trump i1issued two proclamations i
and aluminum products wusing presidential powers
outlined shdeBPresonpdent 6 %i mposteethrafifds1O6P% 2n alu
imports, with some flexibility on the applicatio
per mafamtml poth steel aamBdaaihbh mimeamma mpst€ldye |f r om

tariffs Pr o dcuwocutnst rfireosm ianl IL aottilne rAmer i ca and t he
tariffs In responsetdoipdSad acstoown,t Mexito brga
productions, covering an estimated $3.7 billion
USMCAid not resolve or address the Section 232 t
Presidesnt]Jdnumpy 2017 withdrawal from the propos
Mexico, Peru, and Chile as signatories, signifie
2018, t hea rottihesr, TiPPclpuding Mexico, Peru, and Chi
Progressive AgPkhacceimfeineth Pfporr¢ @lBrtaPnPs) , wwHilclbhrdsmgemnmt i a
modified TPP into effect. On December 30, 2018,

sixinctoies to rafafigdahe Aagteament Japan, Me x1 ¢ o .
Singapore Chile, Peru, and the remaining three
eventufblypymbia has expressed Plafiketogregmenst e n
enters into force among all partners. Some obser
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coul

withdrawal

d

damage U

a s

. S. competitivenewshse ractalke € € osn® eni © h ¢
a -cwasyt ttisammporrde vpeontte nltoiwaelr j ob 1 os s e s .

Table 4. U.S.Trade with Key Trading Partners in Latin America and the Caribbean,

2010-2017
(in billions of U.S. dollars)

Partner

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
U.S. Exports

Mexico 163.7 198.3 215.9 226.0 241.0 236.2 229.7 243.0

Brazil 354 43.0 43.8 441 42.4 31.6 30.1 37.1

Chile 10.9 16.0 18.8 17.5 16.5 15.4 12.9 13.6

Colombia 12.1 14.3 16.4 18.4 20.1 16.3 131 13.3

Total LAC 302.2 367.3 399.1 410.4 424.9 388.8 365.7 393.2

World 1,278.5 1,482.5 1,545.8 1,578.5 1,621.9 1,503.1 1,451.0 1,546.7
U.S. Imports

Mexico 230.0 262.9 277.6 280.6 295.7 296.4 294.1 314.0

Brazil 24.0 31.7 321 27.5 30.0 27.4 26.1 294

Colombia 15.7 23.1 24.6 21.6 18.3 14.1 13.8 13.6

Venezuela 32.7 43.3 38.7 32.0 30.2 15.6 10.9 12.3

Total LAC 361.4 437.2 449.4 439.0 446.0 412.3 401.7 430.0

World 1913.9 2208.0 2276.3 2268.0 2356.4 2248.2 2187.8 2342.9

Source: United States International Trade Commission (ITC) Interactigeff and Trade DataWeb.
Notes: Provides statistics on top four countries followed by ITC totals with Latin America and the Caribbean

(LAC).
Congressi ohlad 'Micfi gronss, in both its legislative
faced numerous trade policy i1issues related to th
Now that renegotiation has concluded, the propos
e x a mi nCaotnigosne.must heppropesed USMCA befiortcheit can «
agreeclmekneildbyd consi der@an gdprye sshe Hawmakers may take
whether U.S. negotiating objectives wky.e foll owe
They also may consider how the proposed USMCA ma
industry, the U. S and Mexican economies, North
relations with the LAC regiomn dhemreemndndect ¢ ®
imports raise a number of i1issues for Congress, i
retaliatory tariffs from Mexico on U.S. producer
Energy reform in MexiUlcdS.and atdlee aimmdpliinovetsitanesn t f a u
be of interest to Congress. Policymakers also ma
the region and whether it may affect multilatera
regarding miegacwtiitom.amMadot her issue relates to U. S
Me xi c o Chile, Col ombi a, and Peru continue trade
countr s without the United -tSrtaadteensw, @ sitt mennmaty o p e n
among Argentina, Brazil, or possibly China and o
exports.
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For additionaQRS nlIfno r HnmctRiroond, & slsdtde® lC@a®.ada ( USMCA)
Trdae Agr,eebnyenitan F. Fer gus s oGR Sa nldn M. o cAngg etllife1s0 0V4 71 ,1
American Free TradebAkgMeemagG€EREBMRVPA)Y ar RddD 81,
NAFTA RenegotiationbpandM. MAdgedadInd £ aVii loIMAR S elanl and
Focus ITFrla0doe3 8P,r o mot i o,n bAyu tThaonr jERyS F(RTeRAn)s4s,0 RL 32 9 3
U.-8lexico Economic Relations,, bly eMdsAn g slaamslsVi lalnad
CRS Repor¥edktdisad 9232 Overvestkiwganidons sawesr diora tCod g
by Rachel F. Fefer and Vivian C. Jones

Mi gration | ssues

Latin Ametiac¢as as a leading source of both 1egal
States means that U. Sntilmmiagdatctor opmamltirdiess imni g
relations wit hLatthieni rAngeorviecranmnmse nctosmpr i se t he vast

mi grants who have received relief from removal (
Status (TPStH)herDegframred Action for CHERASdhood Arr
result, several Trump Administration U. S. i mmi gr
in the region. Thest® iancctliuodies tthoe iAndcnrienajsset riantmiiognr
e n TPS designations for Haiti, E 1 Salvador, Ni ¢
criminally prosecute migrants who unlawfully ent
policy.

The factors that have dbowed iteng aflrtoann d aut n anu tAlme 1r ii
multifaceted and have changed over time. They 1in
demography, political and economic instability,

in the United Stimtlesn,ceandAscrninme xamdpl e, Venezuel a
country with limited emigration to the United St
among U. S asylum seekers due “Meon etZlmee ¢cariiosni s 1t h
bel &'w)

Apprehensions of, and encounters with, wunauthor:i
declined dur i ndsg fPirressti dycempta rTerdu mop6 f t he e aeame period
began to rise in August 2017 and to #Manyw seaso
analysts attributed that 1 fsi ttioaulg hd eccalmpmnaei,g ni np opsair
against wunauwtahhodroinzed xmcutive action on border s ¢
(E. O 13767), and efforts to fund the constructdi
broadened the focus of interior enforcement to i
cirminal record.

22 Temporary Protected Status (TPS) is a discretionary, humanitarian benefit granted to eligible nationals after the
Department of Homeland Secur{fpHS) determines that a compthas been affected laymed conflict, natural

disaster, or other extraordinary conditions that limit the cotsalility to accept the return of its nationals from the
United States. TPS designations for Nicaragua and Haadiegan in 1999, for Haiti in 2010, and for El Salvador in
2001.

23DACA is a program that the Obama Administration implemented in 2012 to provide temporary relief from removal
and work authorization to certain unlawfully present individuals who arrivéitei United States as children.

241n FY2017, Venezuela ranked first among countries of origin for those seeking affirmative asylum in the United
States. Sebttps://www.uscis.gowutreachdsylumdivision-quarterlystakeholdemeeting6.

%U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS), U.S. Cust oms
FY2018,” February 7, 201 8.
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idesntadsampions that Mexico will pay for a b
teral rel at i’sonpsol iTchiee sAdhna wmel salrsad itoenst ed U. S.
tries 1in the regidn.noMetxhiecron atnrdi aGiegnl ter aclo uAnnterr
oximately 90% of th 226,119 individuals ren
ntsehlbargmovals ¢
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ld overwhelm their capac
so are concerned about t
re ls of gang suspe s with criminal records
t hat hey have been tr ng to address with U.S.
tirangle countries have stepped up services at th
services to those affected by changes in U. S. 1 n

Termi naTRP®Nicref Sept ember 200lf7,Honheel aDied HE ¢t smernitt y

annmocue d pl ans tdoe stiegrfmtmiagtnesk TP Suntries, four of wl
Latin America (EI Salvador, Hai t i(,b eNiweaerna gu a , an
250 ,305000, 0 0¢Central Ameel cahenwmi whitfi FUSISei rr elsei dgetnhke
and resulting economic and family ties, have 1ed
Americans. Continued recovery difficulties from
continuing T(PuSp ftoor S5 ilt0daymmps Aration maintains t

mi emwt.r al clmenrtirciaens

o= o= 50 n

e
1
u
p
t
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m
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is a move toward interpret—itmg ptrhoeviodrei giemmplo rianmrtye n
havkEm. October 2d®ult idasdweaderalpreliminary injunct
terminating t hfeorT PMNi cdaersai ggunaa,t itbanist i, and EIl Salva
litigation shakkrmignan®® oPHSecisions.

Critics of t'hhedAdims no s ¢ rdaedsiibogarf amtt incathse s @ PSour coun
predict that it 1is likedtyatws hbhami hiegatiwkered fad
have U. S. citizen children), hurt foreign relat:i
many famitheadsmpegni Afngecearendment s have expressed hoj
Congress wlihtienatb begtect their cbestituents W
ending. nTheytwhekdang with USAI D, other donors, ar
preparetirenndgdegratance and job oppwhntauyni ties for
rettuacntheir countries of origin
Rescissi ofiOmfS DAtCAmber 5, 2017, DHS announced it
initiative. The futur eamnacfertthhe nDAG@A idmietliiantgi vlea wrsel
in several federal courts to preserve DACA and t

According to data from U.S. Citizenship and I mmi
DACA recipients were Wwera boarbh¥PTha MMatxcogdn (80%
government has expressed hope that the U.S. Cong
individuals who have benefited from the DACA ini
and support any DACWe ehaeapdidteed. whfo TACA ends and

26 DHS, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcem&v2017 ICE Enforcement and Removal Operations Report

27 This is drawn fromCRS Report RS2084Zemporary Protected Status: Overview and Current Issuedll H.
Wilson.

28 CRS Legal Sidebar LSB1021Bederal District Court Enjoins the Department of Homeland Security from
Terminating Temporary Protected Statbg Hillel R. Smith

29 For information on ACA and related legislation in the 1.&ongress on the DACA initiative, S&RS Report
R44764 Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA): Frequently Asked Questiongndorra BrunoFor
litigation on the DACA initiative, se€RS Legal Sidebar LSB1013BACA Rescission: Legal Issues and Litigation
Status by Ben Harrington

30 See information on DACA from USCI®&ttps://www.uscis.gowolsteportsstudiesimmigrationforms-data

Congressional Research Service R45120 - VERSIONZ - UPDATED 21



Latin America and the Caribbean: Issues in the 115th Congress

return to their countries of origin, they could
working in countries struggling with youth unemp

fizZero Todlemndmgaet i on afndf oRiecsétmemts on AdFwes s hteo Asy

last several years, Central Ame tMecxainc omibgrradnetr fiann
relatively large numbers, many seeking asyl um. I
policy towarcd oisldlheiggal tther pod i cy, DOJ prosecuted
while crossing the border illegally, with no exc
chilBhiesm.policy reshitddennbaepngos 8 pBAéfelirt ead fr om
federal judge mandated that all separated childr
2018, DHS reverted to some pSome familkgraesibaveny
be reunited.

On June tlhldh t2d0rln8e,y GenesuatdSesdeonsion maintaini
gang viomemtecoabdoe gevoprtmaneadl bycnhomnms gener al
the standards required for®*Thicse idceiocnidedadsmyil antm ti me t
abilmadngCyamotfr al American migrRassrtotgmglihyg dvoai h:
asylum in the United States to Centrad Americans
related violence, could cause more pmdgtetion to
assist them.

As increasi@gntmuanb end gerraificcasn havens Maghtoastyham
Mexican ghaosrkaldssttatkn mani tarian protection system
more than 520, 000 Centr aNo vAemebreirc MaOxln8c gr has sr € § D ®
signifsmgfeacodnt ry "avgtt he mdhet Administration, whi ch
seekers twhouMehxamrmsitto seek asylum therdtradataaber t1
provided humanitarian visas and work permits, as

American migrants who “have’amnla i tt hlbystedh anfefwwrn tedy
DHS pehnownced on2 De&keecmbadi n20t o a DHS press r1ele
pl amse ttuor n -Momiec mawmnasyl um seekers (excluding wunac
to await their imiigration court decisions.

Congressi oThal '@t gronsss provided foreign assistan
the factors fueling migration fromg€entioal Ameri
manage me nPt. Le.fl #)dlr5t he Senats€oMmips owarisaitamnof t he

FY2019 foreign aidS.apphtedpulid th aownk Infeanpiwlirlreieadn t dfa tt |
Ec onomi c¢cF Smpprspoovtital ¢ Mebxt c ens ferred t’df,unamd mer ged
appropriated under the Migraltdpmoaaeamsds Rtelfar gaesey IAs m
applications of CentfaliAmep s &iomigaieshbMewinuda 1§ hé l
a similar provision in legislation toThend forei
l11'Congress also did not determine the amount anoc

31 This section is drawn frofBRS Report R45268, he Tr ump Ad mi rliod terr aatniceern6é d mmd egrraat i on
Enforcement Policyby William A. Kandel
2yU. S. Department of Health and Human Services, “HHS Issues

”

Plan for Compliance for Remaining Class Members, press re

33 Matter of AB-, 27 I. & N. Dec. 316 (A.G. 2018), availablehdtps://www.justice.gowoirfpagefile/ 1070866/
download/ SeeCRS Legal Sidebar LSB1020&sylum and Related Protections fdliens Who Fear Gang and
Domestic Violenceby Hillel R. Smith

¥DHS, “Secretary Kirstjen M. Nielsen Announces Historic Ac:
2018.
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infrastructure for FY2019. Médmpeoposh |l CGomgild ag £ di
and DACA du'fCiomgrtelses whathiua c tnwd .e

For more in@RS mlant i bamcMesxe®dd i §r ati on Epntrol Ef
Clare RibXRBo REgpaolrtle R448tirategy for Engagement i
Policy | ssuesby oRe tCORYIIrRsMoy TEh R4TFr2worep t Admi ni str
AiZero Ta&l emagcati on Enfowywceévinémti,@m8 AReKaeandeR44764
Deferred Action for Childhood ArnribwalAsdfoPAGA)BTI uk
CRS ReHp»rAR ROverview of Discretionary Reprieves
DACA, TPS,, amyd B®dheHERBi Rgtponr tTeRMPDR adtyect ed
Status: Overview mynd] iClulr ri¢.nt Wil Isssaure s

Corruption

Corruption has become a serious polriatmmispalremacmwycer
I nt er dsa tCGoornraulpt isd mdR&r d CPdnd food @D dtélpaoth de nt s

most Latin Améoreildaewendatcioor uption was 1ncreasing.
society efforts to combat cacrccwpmthdhdvitgr Lodrd
contibweed ttentral th¢me T geloacnticnourdd n&ec rpoisvsot al ,
countries, such as Col ombi a, Me x1 ¢ o, and Brazil

Perceptions of growing corruption may reflect a

an increase in actual corrbptdaor. tdPhtbhehgrpophwiage
social media to report violations and inform the
domestic media and investigative reporters, inte
congressional bodcieasl so.r Norset’s weger & wticht @ rmeéogiddie c 1 a
its rising expectations, seeks more from its pol
The Transparency International surveys found tha
respondents viewed pohntdipodnseg poel finmboagbkbhphaer mps
reported being most padbdder mdd i aleprfaofntf .o e wae co fg a i
peddling, extortionunderbagsobndi paliongamodfieypnah
most rHtrleygueited.

Corrupthihen R&¥ghenuela qmosed clbowaptt by percepti o

r
among the 20 cohamtrdagisosurwetylted A G@lBulbhidc 2017 CP

ruption has been a major dr aisn fom etihgen ecxocmhemy
regime.

In Brazil, a sprawling corruption eidn vmeuscthi goaft itohne
politiBarbzctlaan. codsbracht oni fia ml Ondmark plea d
somMe735 million in briebdoltderpol ht ioatigeh wsuetcauvirdet o fif
publ ircacctosn,t producing fallout in several countri
Republai(bqr,EcFUana3ﬁla, and Peru.

In Mexico, the costs of corruption reportedly re
each yeas .l-dMemxiincaont I nstitutional Revolutionary
July 2018 nationabrédledcni ¢he, fpanfocmagres si onal
In Peru, President Pedro Pablo Kuczynski, accuse
March 2018 to avoid impeachment. His successor,
Anthony Faiola, “The Corruptienk$ aagn da vWashingtentPdsé& r un >Br az i 1

January 23, 2018.
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Americak 2013%pwith a theme of fighting corruptio
scandal concer i thg gthr ichbaurryt ,i WiRemura wunveiled a
judicial refoacorsruptnicdmdmeags mme si, eisns fAwlgluyst 201 8
challengedoPgmraass in September 2018 to a vote of
goal of getting congress to approve the refor ms,
finance rules among ot hee rp unte abseufroerse. vTohtoesres rienf oar n
held 1in December 2018; three wift h hmodfeoutrhae a8 2% e
the vote, including reforms to the magistracy <c¢o
parti@spirbaimtdt he ommediate reelection of 1 awmaker
not pass was a controversial proposal to create
In Central America, international entities have
Hondurast toocohmgphtalboN.ntBrnationaslt (Qommpminsistiyoni na g a i
Guat emalsaa ablished in 2006, assisstefdorimercorrupt i«
PresidentMoOtitnoa Paenrde zhi s vice president, who were
fmooffice. In 2016, the OAS worked with the Honc
organizatiotno, Stuhpep oMigsa stitheetr FGCGgrthntumt i on and [ mpuni't
( MACCIH) 201 8, as CICIG investigatiesonofhave focus
Guat e¢smaHraesident Jimmy Morales, the government b
CICbGmandate when it expires in September 2019.

CICbGcommissioner, former Col ombiinagn tjhued gceo ulnvtarny , V
action opposad cloys Gu aildmodnanrll YO dlarntuPmreys i dent Mor
appearedaovoasfomant onaCl CFGmasndbiyeepdemat urel vy, n
the commissioners troougehmba e mbiem Qibiktdctouditsqgbddien
nati omop TchoeurHtondur anlEosyvesamght MACCli Hdev minée he

past year.

Uu. S. Paki 917 U.S. National Security Strategy st
copruption derive from the concern that c¢criminals
corruptioMany sdadmpaests. indicate that corruption a
competiitn vkEenwelso piintg ceacno nsopmime smiugrea tGiDPn memd ur abl
when it i® systematic.

Uu. S. assistanceohnuspsuppocftftdrantin Central Amer
Uu. S. aid to the region has beemwossuhijpetdtont anesaes ua I
by reci mimemtt sg o We 1S . assistance has also support ¢
corruption in Guatemala and Hondur assuppBatth CI CI C
CICIG received somd YR DnEFSY 2ndilh7l UoB . b€ uwdeng.

The Unig eldaStaltso 1 mpossed ctoanrognentdei dv i edcucan smiion vol ve
significant acts of corruption. iThhicso rhrausp tiinocnl ud e
pursuant to Executive Order 13692 andiciaandi vi dual
Republic and Nicaragua targeted pursuant to Exec
%Sandra Cuffe, “Guat eCoarlrau’pst i osns aCwlmtmiocmns iaom AwWidldd s t he Count
Politics ReviewSeptember 19, 2018.

%Hect or Silva Avalos, “oGuattietmatlia nPirle sChSik Erime avary@ust CI1 CI G, ”
20109.

%3ee, for example, the findings of K. Murphy, A. Shleifer,
f or GrThewQuarterly Journal of Economijogol. 106, n0.2,199nad E1l vin Mirzayev, “How Corru

i)

Emer ging Economies, Investopedia, January 22, 2018.
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Congressi ohamme Axcdailopnts & isn mh a n g foS r ufprt ti io n

programming has been limited, noting worldwide s
mi Inl iaonnually depeadingtoanhbow dafined. Neverthel
steps to condition -oSrupssontaeafifertsuppdrtranti
justice personnel, and bavke ddffheadgatmps Adong s ¢
could in coming months oversee changes to NAFTA
USMCA, which includes -caorsrewppatriaccne pcrhoawpitseiro mwsi.t h an

0

r

0

c
In May 2017, HhRe HowbedaSfpfasrsmeicdhg that combatting
mportant U. policy interest in the mnorthern t
cknowledgi the important work efop@li®InG and MA
fforts 1n e n olrnt hleurlny t2r0ilaffnegilgeh ecRoSuknattrtieens¥.o C o mm
epoS.t eldb 3floreign relations authoombzatiowmg pubdli owvi
orruption rldwide. The FY2019 John S. McCain
NDAR)L .23 25 igned into law insAagush S6d8ionoh?!
equiring a report on drug trafhockhegnandiaangil e
ountries, including identifying government offi
ctivities. As Metmded ails Afhloe 1 d @ ttna ldamw,a mColnegr e s s h
ontinued to support funding for CICIG and MACCI

or additionadRS nlfrno r EnmctSipoont], IFilsget&td 2gn Publ i c Corru
Amer,i cbay June S. Beittel

S .
g
h
e
W o

oo I I "I e T B N e N B ¢ B < I

Sel ected Country and Subregional | S s ue

Argentina

Current Presi d-elneta dearu roi-fcii poh eMa&erpit bt i can Propos al
Cambi ehmesChange) esealtinigoghkneplnedf tc epmadnetrit chse

2015 presidential Madseicetlieocnt iionn ae ncdlebdh el 2r ayceea.r s o f
Kirchners (Nés-20@7nKi rCrhmetri,na2 FkIr n@0dé&z de okirchi
t he | ef tfi stth ef aPcetrioonni sot "rpudiretl p.e dTAe gl€int d mhme rsme r g e

sewve economic20@hbhidgi svaisnch@@®@ hctemdzedobtyhpdoxect:i
economic palireiasd naeharomerru pPtriecosnii deorfta cH emrgn danmd ¢ 2 p 1 e
investigations for corruption

President Macri mave ¢ miawsbfed fegnctbecadpmd & Ean g as
Hi s goverrnemecnhte dalas odeal with remaining private ¢

coumnst ryyar default, an action thaTogdbbowed the g
status and resume borrowihlgt hcmughtadjnmsttimenmtl meap
contributed to a 1.8% economic con2tOla7c,t i on in 20
according to the International Monetary Fund (1D
In early 2018, the IMF was forecastisi g omlomadsct 29
di fficulties, including a severe drought affectdi
the IMF is now forecasting an economic contract:i
the end of 2017, is forecast to rise to 40% by t
in April, the government tFuranpepdr otvee dltalag tIhME ef or s
billion program in June, with almost $15 billion
As the economy continued to decline, the governn
in September topdmtcrte@asabaduts § % ali lsluipon t hrough
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w, Argentina received an additiona

billon.

i tsec awliedepr ot ests over austerid¢e¢d megisualkaeativeh
oval 1in November 2018 for spending cuts and

tur bul ence hdss ptoapkuelna rai ttyo,1 1whoinc hP 1
1 iticanl bcioda liint iOocnt oabnedr n2a0kle9 amorreee 1
rty remains divided, a candidate
ncy.

policy arena, the Macralzigmwer nmen
n the region. It has
he Maduro gover nment

ations generally ihaalv er ebleaetni ocnhsa raanc

actions of

coopet i omcloni ssues as mnonproliferation, human 711 ¢

ministr

1 0on
t he
t o
t

o 0T oo

o =

1

S .
str
a bi
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e o e

ogy. Under tthhee rKei rwehrnee rp egroiveed incmetnet s i on s

ation moved swiftly itloateargalg,e t h

addrghgbdli I ageuvad. relations are cont.i

e
n
President Macri visited the Whit
ir commitment geodextpraenndg ttheanded and
combat mnarcotics trafficking, mon
inance activities. They also agre
n Saptamboenohddet8di &§mi duAt ge s, Pre
ng U. S. ’ss uepnpgoargte nfeonrt Awigtehn tti hmea IaMHK
lateral meeting with President Ma

sidel i mGaesoadf@Dhséu miots t ed by’TArgdmwtoi ctaduntries rea

bilateral agreece

ments on educational exchange pro

cooperation, aviation safety, and energy sector

Congressi oamnegstActhiagn expressed support for c¢close
1 1'Congress, t hH. REosums eA4praisls e2d0 1 7, which expressed
bil ater apl apnadr tcnoemnsehnide d Ar gentina for i1its econom

Senat Committe

e on Foreign ReReasiOCdmSgreported a

e
provided B2. FPY™018i 6arPeilg-h4)H fsoi sstuapnpcdser t( Ar gent i nz:
e

count rterroris

m, counternarcotics, and law enfo

Over the years,s eCo ncgornecsesr nh masbpewdEmAasg € nit n nianve s t i g
terrorist bombi+nhhe 18H9Bubombi Agredf the Israeli e
people and the 1994 I bomblngMofuaheAAsgenainen ( A
peopasslwe as the 2015 death of AMIHA Rsepsg.c i2a0ll pr os e
reported by th House ForeignhaAdefpdadsp fommi ttee
for Argemtvesatigation of the ShRmbad mHBsR4EL sT.wo7 004t her

wo ul ale ® mme &Nd s nsa
into his death.

nwor k and 11fe and call for a s wi

For additionadRS nlfmo r HnoactAirsognd, rFtisirted :2,, Amy OMer kv i B.w
Sul ;i daRd I nl Fb@ABJe st iEcadno mi & yCrRiesbiex.ca M. Nel s o

39 The G20 is a forum for advancing international cooperation among 20 major advanced and emerging market
economies. From Latin America, it includes Argentideazil, and Mexico.
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ccupying almdmetrhebf BfhSopeht mbdtfhpbdpophi duk

ountry 1i@i tehne iwtosr 1sdi. mea taumrcd [t memeomdbcaed ,t hBer azil h
otential to become a world power. Its rise to p
owever, 1including an ext-baf%)Yd pediwde odn méedonam
e rmfaontrc e . Brazil graduvally consolidated liberal
nidt mpl emented economic reforms in the 1990s tha
oom 1n 1nternational desna mld idmorm ,iBlraanzdi 1sioaynb ecaonnsm o
rtimg fir stth edee2chatduer yo ffuel ed a period of rapid e
ntributed to, and was vsemnddrheedl dys . the gddwt
viding the Brazilien goeves nme gstttaon chiindg bssoscritasln
parities, this ecomnsomimt egrmawttiho ma lr esntgat thieme.d B

- o g
«® O

the past several years, however, Brazil has
e s . The ec arraliyyd rcoom t2rOaledt atdoc b2y0dlién g t o t he I MF
ine in global c¢commosdiecyompamice smiasnnda ntahge mgeomwte.r
omic growth returned inr20nla7,nst mdndmwat ilddmal u
ral mahi4 ifeehlolBtrédawtiheild]l ¢ cbeessdoporg mhia

he same time, a sprawling corruption i1invest:H
tfircoimmmascr oss the politicat mpettpmmmmedsmany
utives. The scandal contributed to the contr
s e £f2f0 1(62)0.1 1I't al s o fuel €sd pdoilsictoinctaeln tc Iwaistsh, tvhhei
erbated by rising levelopudfarvieaolommmd camd ftolh a
ident Mi e2hOell8 )Teesntearb i(i2sOhlnbe nt s eswti npe pto pmd o p el
Bolsonaro te Ocrtobdbey 2018hpreesudtnyial el ec
term on January 1, 2019.

< 00 =0

= = o ®nwo —~t0oB5 —n =

nited States traditionallyibascecbtajpopyrsd wobhsB
thh coldiumdepemdent foreign policies and occas:i
e led to sdmée.ditgaglre omdmdecsyf rhiacst igoem eavaet re dt hseo
i
n
1
a

< 0 & o ~0o g o —

Brazilian officials have dbprée¢stiod to i mpoTreun
ota o Brazilian steel. Neverthel ess, the coun
eas, aunchanmgFarmmwoRPeSemaneity, collaborating
manitarian assistance to Venezuelan migrants,
ess st oAlBcrdanztialr a space launch center. Presiden
gnmeént hwi United States, and U. S. and Brazili:
ster commercial and defense ties and work tog

ngressi oari Mg'tddmngdesSsMembers raised concerns
onfedemocracy and human rights i8sBsasaznhtidhe pf
o de Jamwenaiol «Cri tMarCi el l e Franco, questioned th
mprisonment of former pres2dtt}d, kamil 2 eldn dmi ¢ hkul
rump Admini s twiatthi oPnr etsoi deemngta gBeol s onaro to ensure

arginalized communities.

he '"CTdobhigress alsotamdti ngudild SLosgpport for conser
he Consotogaiedi A@pL ALY 2®vd ded $10.5 million
nvironmental programs in the Brazilian Amazon.
easures reported in the House and Senate both w
ppropriati’snbdH.CRb.;mbiv& eled have provided $10.5 mi
ppropriati’esn$Si3Clo0m8mwotuwlede hHVMohi ptropeonded
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For additiosa@®RS nlfrosrimalBti adaNPOe3Ibdent byl PEtect JTon
Me y;am@RS I n FoclWs-Brzd 110 4T4 A, de bRye | M.t ionngsel es Villar

Cari bReghnon

Tk Caribbean isl@ dndepesrerdamrtgzi onnumtfries and

18 o

inclswdne of the hemhephecardmepmwprte §s¢ imnadgeipmemnsd e n t
contries are 13 1island nations stretching from t
in the sout h; Belize, which is geographically 1o
Suriname, l o ccaet retdr aoln ¢t chaes tr{ cakfic gS@yruet h Ame r i ¢ a

In June 2017, the State Department submitted a n
P. L.2911 4 he UsCiatreid bSaatne sStrategic. EfThansgstmaeanegApct
established a fr ameawroirbkb etaon srterleantgitohntsie dlUnr Ss.ti ¥, pr i
with the obptetimvgstodngmwmational crime and terro
citizen( 2d)epltomhygy, with the goal of increasing i
greater cooperati@I3p)rats ptelrada tQAS i mmd usldt.iadi.gn atbhlee pr o1
economic growthl eadn di mpweisvtarheen t{ lant dbrrg g vewotpmetmh ¢ g
of increasing U.S. exports of matural (§9s and th
education, focusing on ,i ntceraecahseerds ,e xacnhda nogtehse rf oprr os
( 6h)ealt h, i ncl udsitnagn dai nfgo ceufsf oornt sl otnog f i ght infecti
HI V/ AI DS and Zika.

Because of their geogr aapthiiocn sl oacraet iwunl, n emamanisyli ¢C atroi b
counforesllicit drugs from South AmerMamy destine
Caribbeceamldmvet suddfered high rates of violent cr
associated with ditngretspbdbfisekinheh dédi Candi Bbetas
Basin SecuritynlgO0OfiDaecighem@TUBR]L Bssistamce progra
reduce 1llicit trafficking imittsh,e anrd ipmgmatdev asna
devel opanmegnirite s s has gs fpfBStheed FfomdF¥20L0 through
Congress apgmoospriifadticddn fon ntchadCBEI $57. 7 million
FY2017 and FY2018. These funds benefitted 13 Car
assistance itni nfei vaen da racearsi:a Imasreicur ity cooperation
building, border/ port security and firearms 1inte
preventirdrm ka wyd ua th .

Many Caribbean nations also degeomdden kavegy 1 mp
participat éd Pient rVWeCGaerziubeel apr ogr am, which supplies
preferential financing terms. The United States
(CEST) in 2014, with the rgeoaslusotfa ipnraocbnmhioet iemnge rag yc Ife
Caribbean. The initiative included a variety of
resources; develop collaborated networks on clea
energy efficiaecnccey;s a md eelxepcatrrdcit”?, information,
In September 2017, Hurricanes Irma and Maria cau
countries and, feosrpeeicgiBalsley rinnt Gtaliee b bean. Hurricane
during the first week of September, causing cata
95% of structures seriously damaged or destroyed
of Septembpeopkel ]l nnPom¥Vinica and causing signifi

40 For background, see U.S. Department of State, Caribbean Energy Security Initiative (CESI), at
https://www.state.goelenrc66945.htm
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buildings and severe damage tothdhehumghiecaddu,r al
United States provided al mostto $s2i3x n€ialrlsibobne ainn chouun
and foreign terratendeBarbndhpdDomi Antaguthe Bah
Nevis, and the foreign territorie’s of St. Martin

Figure 2. Map of the Caribbean Region: Independent Countries

United
States
e ?
Q’Baﬁamas
. N ~ Turks and
& 3 J g e — Virgin Islands (U.S. & U.K.)
: - - / Anguilla
Cayman Hai mq:ﬂ Puerto / /| St Martin/St. Maarten
Islands ~ E?r © / /| st.Barthelemy
Mexico , ; ) o -~ Antigua and Barbuda
lize Jamaica St. Kitts and Nevis™ Rt
Montserrat ~ Guadeloupe
L Ly
Guatemala~ Honduras i Martinique
St. Lucia 1
El Salvador L ) w1 Barbados
Aruba\ | Bonaire A )
! Grenada + St Vincent and
Nicaragua _ the Grenadines
JATrinidadand
Costa Tobago
Rica
Panama
Venezuela
l Independent countries e
ofthe Caribbean Colombia French
Guiana
0 250 500 MILES Brazil
—— —

Source: CRSGraphics

Notes: With the exception of Cuba and the Dominican Republican, the remaining 14 independent countries of
the Caribbean region are members oktiCaribbean Communitygn organizatiorstablished by Englispeaking
Caribbean nations in 1973 to spur regional integration. Six Eastern Caribbean rathmgyua and Barbuda,
Dominica, Grenada, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent and the Grefadimesembers of the
Organization of Eastern Caribbean Statehich wasestablished in 1981 to promote economic integration,
harmonization of foreign policy, and other forms of cooperation among the member states.

Congressi oharl eAxdhH onf FY2Wd 8STawmmdp FARMilPi, st ration
$36.2 millilgbofudr at Besd %GBS c $E& p& ofmi MO0 & 7.

For FY2018, Congress cont i neule da st oi nf un¥Yd2 0 1h7%, C$BST.
as set forth in the Con sPalLi-d 44l e¥dx pAlpapnraotporriya tSitoantse
DivisiThe Klaw also provided $2 million for the CI

For F Y20t1h9,t he House andoSemgne avpdr wop phlhadwper f at he
rejeeichte Admimiptoposod cutBHodoe Ammr dGSlinitti¥deme
bi,HIR. (M3BSp® 2)Molul alpe od§ & million for the CBSI,
Senate Appropr’satvedns JE.ORmmp-f 8)2 k 1whoauvl ed

prod$isd7e. 7 Tmhé¢ liemort taol stoh ewopnal mladfh@h ehbei 11 i on for t
CESI to support enhanced effortuntoilksl pchadattive A

41U.S. Agency for International Developme , “e@naMHu bbi c a ne s , Fis@l ¥eanr2018,Wuyelé, # 7
2018.
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energy independeAnsc en oftreodm aVEonvaeg,n ethhae. dlild5 not ¢ ompl
on FY2019 appropriations, but ittkhdad aepprowmweed s
FY2019 fundinkgeuwd¢l thkekr F¥g B8 Belceeanvbienrg 2fli,n a2l0 lact i o1
funding ‘Conghestl6

In 2010tffe House Western Hemisphere Subcommittee h
State D&paretwmenutl ti year strAppenpdor the Caribbeai
Fo additionsabGRS flonr nfaot ciGoan ,il FH & 9Basin Sgcurity
Mar k P.;CRSI Ilinv aFmo cihe ITFdWawgadsMar KkCRS $unl Fobecas
IF10BPOMLni can RegpChlaire ;RRBahdoFB8ehadrka& Fb®9 12,
Mar k P.;CRSI llinv aFmo ¢ Tairsi AiFd @ d lanbdy Thabrakg oPLRS ul 1 i van
Report WR4S.00Ii,quefied Natural Gas (LNGbyExports:
Mi chael RAlt snoe rs ecet “GaelB.a n‘da b ewlno w.

Central 'Amdorntclmern Triangl e

Central America has received riennerweadamatttleent i on f
region has become a major transit corridor for i

migration to the United States. These mnarcotics
deemoted chalel eereggenso hiemd pngawdi dnsecurity, fragile
judicial systems, and high levels of poverty and

The Obama Administration determined it was 1in th
States to work with iCGepnrtocvaet isdengr s trangtaheéongover
promote prosperAtgyordi hpgbyretghonObama Administra
offovernment U. S. Strategy for Engagement in Cent
increase in foreTrggrgionsitotasmpipmfibe bkt sttirat.ce gFon
appropriated nearly $1.5 billion of aid for Cent
mo s t of the funds to El SeahdMadtohe¢r Gaudumretnmng tasg and
of CeAmtemrdlcFRi g(@®reee Congress required a portion of 1
however, unttiahnykbke Ngtoovobke nsnieeilptss t o 1 mpornobvaet bor de 1
corr uprtatoenct human rights, and address other con

0
The Trump Administration has maintained the U.S.
while seeking t o heannagcets sionmeU.sSi.g npiofliiccayn tt ocwar d t h

t wo years, the Administration has sought to cut
third and has placed a grecatedrabdpdrsi sonon secur
I ss’yyest he Administration also has 1implemented a s
affect Central Americans livingnchudhagUnheee¢hSs
out of the DACA program and the termination of T
decisions currently are being contested in court
concerns that st heef fAdmasn stsot traendéiuecnewh i 1 e s i multaneo
deportations could exacerbate poverty and instab
The Northern Triangle countries, with U.S. suppo
past three years. Théychavbhanmpbemantadesome poboa
econagbmutsthe improved macroeconomic situation ha
conditions for many residents since t-he governme
reduction proglriaamso.nsS ecwroi thya veon mproved 1in s ome
have declined for three consecutive years. At th
to contend with some of the highest rates of vio
wieds pr e a d. Tahtet ocronuenytwriitgelesnte It @ 1 s u pbpaocrkte do fI nttheer nUa. tNi. o
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Commi ssion against Impunity in Guatemada (CICIG)
backed Mission to Support the Fiugrhats a(gMAGGCItH)Cor r
have made significant progress -lienvetlh ec oirnrvuepsttiiogna t
cases. Their efforts have generated fierce backl
Honduran governments repecatecadd MAGGECI Howwert ttlhoe u
y e aAl.s of s e e “Csoercrtuipotmiocomn . )

Figure 3. Map of Central America
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Note: T h eNorthernTr i angl e6 countries of EI Salvador, Guatemal a,
Congressi ohlad 'Micfi groenss continued to demonstrate
Strategy for Engagementheigmom@daurter aln nAmdr ifawa,d itnlgo u
initiative The Consol Pdat-edhlpAppidpdi ani ess i mat e
$626.5 million for thiecleinst t816 Am® rmiclal samr amhege ,
Administration requested for FY2018 but §73.2 mi
initiative 1in FY2017. The FY2019 foreign aid app
and Senate Approepes at nlbh.hR.n €085l B1 #8ul d have
provided $595 and $515tfnmelilmphemersprgtilkel €en
strategy. The Trump Administration requested $43
Ot her bills intr'®odmugereeds s8,u rsfafichh) Rahse 4 T D6 1 ude d
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provisions intended to guide U.S. policy and 1 mp
strategy.

At the same time, Congress remained concerned ab
May 2017, t he HousH. Riedsp.ptlhdd5t arecephormpdinfohet ant i
of CICIG, MACCIH, and the attorneys general of E
called on the Northern Triangle governments to p
resources, and independencsei btihleiyt incese.d Ctoon gcraersrsy ao
a provision included in the FY2O0LL-Q3ANWa(tli2o8n7a)l De f e
that will requircecephet Sekeenamgs odf SSakteador an,
Honduran officials known to have engaged in, or
trafficking. Moreover, some Members -of Congress
corrupt i ohmne eNofrotrhtesr ni nTrti angl e, paitst iactutleamrpltys tthoe
undermine and expel CICIG, and called for sanctdi
Congress also approprciartreudp tfiuonnd i enfgf of rot ss.u pIphoer t C cann
AppropriatiBnl.-I1AMElS o2i0d&8d ($6 million for CICIG a
MACCIH and the Noatherne{sigangbeal . uSgohnte tMe mber s
suspend U. S. funding for CICIG after a Russian f
forgery mnetwork in Guatemala alleged that the Ru
Russian dissidents. The [k.nSc.e Sstuaptpeo rIXxeipnagr ttnheen ta 1flo
however, and U. S. fundi ®ThfoHouke aodmSsannore App
Committees both recommended continued funding fo
general in their FY@®d ImdbBskRi gaFb5d1 aPppropriati
For additionalRS nKeopomalh. i 44 Stlsieaet e gy for Engage me
America: Policy, Ibsys uPest;:€RSJ ICoMdégw eelib.ssS I FIt03d/tlg gy f
Engagement 1in Cenrtvriaclw WAmRati;€RSJ] RapM&OwEF R4361 6,
Salvador: Backgro,unbhly a@Glda Ue SRERRazRapgadasREKZ 580,
Guatemalh:aRdl Bocrcaeaeconomic Conbly t Mowmse am dTaUf tS.
Mor aCRS Repor tHoRld3u40a2s7, BackgroundyaRdt.&r SJ. RME gt

Col ombi a

Col ombia 1is a kfAnye rUi.cSa . aBelcya’sipsmeo Inwd fin ieGnocl eo mibni at h e

production of illegal drugs, the United States a
past two decades to respond to mutual challenges
omwrwounheeroris m, a program called Plan Col ombia 1 ¢

partnership between the two countries.

Between FY2000 and FY2016, the U.S. Congress app
assistance from U. S. S t alxeef elnhespea ratcnceonutn tasn dt oD ecpaarrrt
Colombia and its successor stweregdpbeotaahl Pl an Col o
frameswofrokr U. S. wasstsoi sstyannccher oannndz e t he support prov
government agencias.y2@i gitmaltleyg ydst sod gpdnaddl @sh e ¢ o u 1

conflict, eliminate drug trafficking, and promot
a Yy2ar-ClPSmbian bilateral effort. Several amnalys
poluecygyess, although crit,icisncplouidnitn gt oi bahmedguwmmi ndgr upgr
devenkamp, especi aalnldy cionn triunruaeld anrueradse;r s of human r

42.S. Congress, House Committee on Foreign Afféids,ancing U.S. Interests in the Western Hemisphere
testimony of Kenneth H. Merton, Acting Principal Deputy Assistant Sagréar the U.S. Department of State, Bureau
of Western Hemisphere Affairs, 11&ong., 2¢sess., July 11, 2018.
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t s . Revenues from cocaine dathe Rewvoilmttoaf
orces of Colombia (FARC), the ljargest 1ef
ional Liberatsosclomgle{ ELNatle Ebdgpmbpatry
ght wing paramilitenses Fokunewn ofaslCGohhoeungBhe htfh(eR & € )
or mal l y .d eTnhoebsiel itehergeacg amgdr X0updésh , mwil ¢ ient con
ades, and the U.S. government declared al

stDR2Pu &8, d vAhmrmer senator in the Col ombi a
eaning Democratic Centes OhEW) ppastdenwas
ing President Juan Manuel Sprtaeft iwmeko ser
after more than five decades of conflict,
as the central legacy of President Santos
s gover nmoernet tehnagna gomld efmosmemak pdé&ad ks with t he
2 02A,21which produced a peace accord that was
vember 2016. PDeartde nwe Dat qweec aln dc rt ihtei ¢ s o f
t
b
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ted the finalarvcoht e2 0iln8 (oenggirsel gastr.it wlen metsheeeadt M o
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national elections were notable for their re
n in recent decodaeas.e Dwque clhhmo ms,ctfriegnhetwanlg a n ¢
mi n a Ibiutiyl,dianngd croenfidenaoesetinuthoenscBuddr gemptt e mb
ue eaduthliiprobi cgdhgaakpeetl)hNbeGoener,wheAss ambl y

oeudnhce aut horitarian government ofrVYepmezuel an
t his government takesda maMadisr egloev eirm meemmntt ashiarsi
wned a humanitarian crisis thaoatnkasbled to an
ntries, especiall yVemeeiZgle drniomg .Col ombi a. (See

r di to U. S. estimates, Cdl 2thB; B00nhe06t1dres
m which cocaine 1s derived, capable of
for 2017, which typically differ in qu
, statpdt ¢hwitd Capodibcocaine reached nea
% above its 201 6r ielsyt itnoa tteh.e (b.cSa.i nnea rekxepto,r
for U.S. lawmekenomidespabel Cohombdai mpr
e t ot itohne odfe maobboiulti zlal, 000 for mer FARC.
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b ialnidz erde;ducing ctor2@ph&8., o@ol dmbiAmghael d a refer
educe public corruption that barely missed i
mbian governments have joint effodtssto addr
h u ma ne nrdiegithdt st odemfor e effectively combat cocai:i
en President Duque and U. S. Secretary of St
artners discussed cooperation on countermnar
ompeo vowed U.S. assistance to Cobypymbia ain
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CongressiolnmIMAx t2®hn7, Congomunsd basaatppd oprkF¥20 bn
meas@rk.3) 1t5hat funded pr$o3gola.mds ®hirel IGEMW2.thtBi a at
omnibus appropriationsemeasnr Maidd-pb4$) 20 taBgda(ibny Con g

431n FY2017, the enacted appropriation for Colombia was $391.3 million in the State Department and USAID portion
of the omnibus appropriaten me a s ure, but according to the U.S. State Depe
Justification, the actual allocation was about $5 million less, or $386.3 million.
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lementation, address inequalities in historic

rs, and continue uioludnitnegr nsatractoet ipcrse seefnfcoer tisn

d .Tahree aTsr u mp AdmiFwW2dtl Datbuadget request for Colo

imately a 32% below the funds appropriated
and SenatecH. aBhpraoJI&FS 2t &dwmlsdbagdisn maintain
1.3 milli dsn.r eTghuet dAtdrnmi dnuicset rpaotsitocnon f 1l i ct 1 ec
greater emphasis on counternarcotics and s

harseacddesioved additional U.S. humanitarian fu
n VenezubWl8n moge wntwdamtgTthsu mamd t arian and e
ssistance and hedrpeignipoentsapjonser tontahe mngdraun
September 30, 2018 ,ndU.nSg. fgoorv etchempevVetm elzvwma mi
d appr oxoinmaftoerl yb o$t%h6 .FS5Y2m0ill71l iand FY2018 ¢ omb:
n was for Col ombi a.
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itionadRS nRepara®@oilRdn®Bilsd&.,e Backgrouynd and U
;SRS BR&gd k@D, o@@biChanging Apprpopabh TonB®Brug
t el an@RSLilann aF oW. @GR ods@tni@® 1 8, ,E | beyc t Ji wonnes S .
and Edward Y. Graci a

e mgiamrs ya ammtchoritarian stateFiwistth Va cpoor r ¢
ent -CMingue ls uRBicaeze ded Raul Castro as preside:
ues to headPatrhtey Cuunbtainl QQoOnm2muCmidshte, sed wc5 8 on

arfs,agreefl ects the generational change in Cuban

r ks the first t 1 me since the 1959 Cuban re

r Omemnmt t he past decade, Cubar iheamt e dnpel ccamemmiecd

changes, but c¢critics maintain that it has

mi cL ogorkoiwntgh .a(haemedl, ddmtzi nues to nfgaeeses t wo s i g

forward with economic reforms that produc
m.

s now in the midst of rewritifreg eintdsuml 976 ¢
ruaAmodr g, t A6l @hadngeowonaond ahe appointed prir
e government operations, age andeneéeerth 11 mi

reforms, including the right to private
hsdemiat @nsce cdvwar the economy and the pre
t Parpogl imi Calbasystem.
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Cuban military and the tegdamphatttoaveolfl. ihdivddmad

unexplained injuries of members of the U.S. dipl
Ha vaa,n t he State Depart ment reduce dt htihred ss;t atfhfe o f
reduction has affected embassy operations, espec

engagement more difficult.

Congressi olnmlt Weotnidorne s oyvede faba policy continued
regard to economic s ®Pndt-3 3@SR).,Theen a2c0tle8d fianr mD ebciel mh
2018, has a provision permitting funding for two
Cuba. Two FY2019 House apHprRapr5i@antdli oFnisn abniclilasl, SCorm
H. R. anM5 R. )61 43dd provi s itoingsh ttehnmetd weocuol ndo mhiacv es a nct
final action was not C©oupgdsd e@t tbeyr tthiel lesn dweorfe tihre
not acted uwowmld thhaeawswe dasdsdded or HLiIRf taad38.1s 82871 ons
(tr abv.eRl.)S;4 482 7SP. (3%me econonti.cR.s a4n9¢8t i ons ) ;

(telecommuHniRce dtdi@dncu]l tural extp Rr.t(d g viltwesatlmanr
medical e xpoH.tRs. HS5nR4 t2r Bawaek I( o eermablalr g 8) ; 246 d

(private financing for U.S. agricultural exports

Congress continued to e funding for democr
for -glb.vSe.rtn nsepnons ored br ting. For FY2017, Co
democracy assistance a L .13 Jimli SIFloiro F Yf2d0rl 8CG u b at

provi@emi $2i on for democracy assistaRck. and $28.

provid
oadcas
nd $P.8

11-64;,1 expl anat oH.yR.stla6time nEY2 ®1 9, the Trump Admin
$10 million in democracy assistance and $13.7 mi
Appropriati’esnd YCOtdethiBetpaaer t ment and Foreign Opera
biHIR. ,63%®51d have provided $30 million for demo
ver sSi,on3,1 wW8uld have provided $15 million; both b
for broAdcanetelega'lChoSneg,r etss approved a series of
that continueadt FFYDADPS fuiemde hg t hrough December 2
complete action on FY2019 app€opgiassons, leavin
In other action, s®ver-ailRl.hpPRrddvRdd mxddhhves

provisions edbtie¢ndnngna FW¥2O0&H9 funding to close or
Naval Station at GuantanamoP.HaJ3&ASsn baregheresosnde
repos¢comity cooperation bPAAwWReauRhesizaatundn CAdbt
P.L.25Mé&quires the Transportation Secacumnitmy Admin
aspects of Cuban airport security and efforts to
United States and Cuba. Sn RApr el 801 8t i hhet Benat
legacy of Cuban democracy activist Oswaldo Paya.

Foardditional CRSoRmporGuiRadd8@2S. Policy ibry the 1:
Mar k P.;CRSI IlinvaFmo cGubdF10.08.5, Bolbiyc yYMa@WkeCrR\Si Sw 1 1 i v e
Report Klubhl3 U, S. Restricti onsbyonMaTrrkaavRedl Saun d iRrear
CRS ®Rretp REBBAEAZE Sanctions: Legislative Restriction
Rel at imnsDi anne E. Rennack and Mark P. Sullivan

Hai t i

President Jovenel Moise icse.c othep laestsiunnge dh iosf fsiecceo nid
2017 after Haiti had been almost a year without
and delayed elections. He continues to face a di

ongoing invesbvbsgablensnvoloemeantpin money | aunde
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Widespread corruption has een an 1impediment to
history. In Novembes 3p¢cdjat h€ohmissannSefiataves
r epawlrlteging embezzl ement and fraud by 15 current
former prime minissechiefidoPresatl€énti Momanaging
VeneZsuePleat roCaribe oil pr ogroafm.t hlen .aN.l ymi2sOsli8o,n ai
wel comed t he ’sj vasptpiocien tirmiemits torfy an invedtigative j
complaints demanding accountabisl iAtmpaficom dtoho s @ fid
U. N. i "Fpretigant ddwomssocamrd ycicontinued to demand 1
corruption. In October 2018, after a new wave of
implicatedarninbd heo®PruptoiCon nciasstee,r acnrde attheed par inneew m
t o 1 nvietsst isgcaotpee .

b
a

The government began to implement reforms recomn
which included the gradual elimination of subsid
public resources towardaidnesoscti adhtearvheksaelduk,t ic
of subsidies led to increased fuel prices of up
leading to the’sr epsriignea tmimn sdfe rMainsde t he restor at i
named a newrpr-Hmanmi €¢éane, of an opposition part
legislature to get a consensus candidate. Protes
corruption have continued.

GivensHprokimity to the Umidieidc aSltlayt ewn s taanbdl & hpo Ilc
environment and fragile economy, Haiti has been
in the U. S. Cengtabs |l vi gwwHea ht great concer n, and
commitment to improve ¢bedpovbpoesttkbeoematrMaini the
and chronic political instability and frequent n
of thescodoblOQnmrklion people live in poverty, and a
povertiys dHt@ailth recovering from a devastating ear
Matthew, which hit the island in 2@le@@ar The 1l atte
drought, déss tfroooydi nsgu pkpaliyt iand cr e at iinogn ,a Haimaini t a
continues to struggle against a cholera epidemic
in 2010

Nonetheless, according to the StatesDdDesepartmeatt o
one of reconstterrumodpanvmmla n dTHoOonBEr ump Administratio
Congress contend that conditions in Haiti no I on
have been allowed to live and work in the United
earthquaker 2@01 NovemdeDepartment of Homeland Sec
Haitians would be terminated in July 2019. In Au
the Trump Administration to reinstate TPS, sayin
Admint s bn made‘debepidecwarmnngs of grave consegqauc
secu®Plin yOctober 2018, a U. S. district court in C
against the TPS termination. MAMsitomgsaganlde citniju
from three other coulterimi matwiolml ofettadiins tphoigr a P
“JTacqueline Charles, “Haiti Didn’t Lilked Wahmbk aMiashied dJr. N> Sai d

Herald, February 27, 2018.

%®Senate Committee on For eiMenendRz EngetlLead Over 100RViemUders of Condvigssnb e r ,
in Demanding TPS for El Salvador, Honduras, and Hditi press release, August 2, 201 8.

46 U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, Department of Homeland Secitytinuation of Documentation for
Beneficiaries of Temporary Protected Status Designations for Sudan, Nicaragua, Haiti, and El,S&8lvadorc t o ber 3 1,
2018.
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59, 000 Haitians in the United States. On January
Yor kSdgpet et, adtdadecompll engss mPDtd mhdffd8 Tr ump
Haitian nationals.

In October 2017, t he U. N. Stabi2i04&ti1 ovmasMi ssion

succeeded by a smaller mission, the U. N. Mi s sion
whiicsh focusing on rule of law, development of th
human rights The HNP now have primary responsihb
helped facilitate elections, c o mbeastp gmd gtso and dr
natur al disasters MI NUSTAH was <c¢riticized, howe
forces and for introducing cholera to the countr
but after years of invpatdasuppalbl’s prtibesiemse daumd da t
new $400 million pl&Neittohdi ghtachhbhderbhedem Hualilky.
impl emented

Congressi ohlad TArcumpnAdmiprioptos &tdi Fi¥2018 budget of
for aidwo¢wlwkeahrdeiducedl i fdr dty phbomY2AR H7 i nbut
Congress r1ejected atbhoeu tr e$qludedsatmtainldi ophreofveiadneBd a s i n
Th€onsolidated AppPoidr-1 dihibsase Azl , HZ2DIdB provisio
cont dtnamecondits bammstolmke Qs ch ad @ dyti hitaifte St he Hait i an
rwmsakingtepstdionssrengthen the rule of 1 aw,
rnment revenues and resolve commercial dispu
rnment . dtto plgmiconthientHai ti an government to
vices for ImtsaddaoadstopGwathdede§d $O0rmillion for
rts to assist communities AMffBlkepd¢dnhyockoler
¢ mehnhe ampmoeurded $8.5 mildn ommnd o%1 .Ha imiil Iried m
on ssistance.

h
a
FY2019, the Administration requested $170.5

vided Bt F&¥2HdWse and Senat e  vAeprpsrioopnrsi aotfi otnhse C
019 forei gonn saindeHhaspuprreon®B D §tl &8 ul d have continue

t

]

n

c

]

=~ D O O O
e h e < < <
©“ + O = 0O 0O O

mi t he Haitian gefeamtmemlte s oampdircdmawvidc dJs Sf o
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em8A2ESPOVOOnami dnal MilitaMETEdBuc a2t imind lamd
gn Mil iFtM)r yafdnShecThgmillion to assist conm
a r¢hel UL Ng Stamil i AstnonhedMi sbova, i @Gobgrt ¢ s
te 2Ot1l9odfoorilgEY butd appropedasivwasies of ¢
tions that provided funding through Decemb
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“U. N.’s BanPApplegbfe#Haioi, Outlines New Plan to Fight Ch
UN News December 1, 2016.
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DecembeAmdlr,6 s2 Mat&h,uel Loépez Obrador, the popul.i
generation Movemtadtk ( MORENAYf pmrimya fter winnin
e vote in July presidential el ecdtbipeerws and maj o
r apdrooomi sed to govern differently than recent P
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at lheekwitlo address poverty and corruption and

remain relatively strong, bu
cent year s, botihe sccountries ha
cooperation; interdicting il
ficking, including heroin and
nitiativeessu basuprndwyi dad tMexis
m FY2008 through FY20T1S8.

uary 201'§,aPsesidentt PTatmMexico should pay
has consistently opposed, led Pefia Nieto
n government continues to oppose paying fo
§st'zreartoi otfiad lmemri agmwrcaet i on policies, and is conce
itiative, Dbilateral .s Mewnictoy adnsd mipgpdadteido
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States and Mexico 1n the areas of academic e Xxcha
integration.

I n Mar cCchm @2r0els8s, pr omviildleitdhd 1i6@n ol i dated Appropri af
P.L.-14hd9A Me xi co, with extra funds provided to ¢ om
opi olithdes . Tr ump AdmFi¥2tiOatriequest for Mexico was f
43% lower than the FY2017 enacted amount ($138.35
Commi’s tE¥2019 ver s i oanp porfo ptrhigh tfRoor nddi3 g pladi2)d,1 1 5
recommended providing $125 millioh. for0®Mexico. T
S. Rep-282,1IrSecommended $169.5 million.

Foriaddnal i n@RSr mlant i Foonc,Mesxdbed 2 0887 El ect i ons: Resu
Potential, |Impl  CtatéoRsbando S;ERBkRepondt ER¥V2PdTY.
Me xi co: Backgebaphdbgeadldr 3., RRBaRdpoBeU.RSk32934,
Mexi co Economic Rel ations,, blyeMdsAn g&8BRIxIs¥i lalnadr 1l
Focus IFFrioopodse x ilCa®.ada ( USMCA) ,Trbayd el aAng r Fe.e nfeenrt g u
and M. AngeCRBRS WVnl FeacMexild&d:05EBqQl ution of the M®
20@2M19bye Riabra n d®R SS eReel pkoer Me Ri4d 7 60Q0rgani zed Cr i me
Trafficking Oryg aninz€akRSi.olnBse F o cMé x &ddiogdnlast,i on
Control Bff €@t ase Ribando -(SaesetlrkBaRBa nldn (Faorcluas Y.F 1D0adv
Transnational Crime | ssues: Her oiMe xPrcaod WBeetciuarn ,t yF
Cooperoby Clare Ribando Seelke and Liana W. Rose

Ni caragua

President Dangé&lR,Orntsegarreawly suppressing popul
reminiscent of Anastasio Somoza, “¢dcdma ddoadrttae or he
the Befidianista Netnhi &ne hQrLt{ebgBal. ds)e.r ved on the Sand
construction board, 19Wdrduas ngr ewhiiddntt i fnmecomhk9 §
ckedvimiogghtfirm sopposition amcd&.anldn ntilkd ae ggrolve rin9 9 |
cades of dictNienshigmaabe gamnv itco gemswtearbnlmesnht .a d e
mocratic space has naarnfdo wha g x ©nc wddvoshrat,tr cals t he F
er the rtoanttrytions.

vihg the 1Ipr9%0st dgnrnwvygdinist iaonn olpepaodse rancda t he 1 e
r evalsiew t 22000l6ln d .2 ON®dnet hel ess, populmnul @epposit:
to take hold igno vpearrgtnsd motaf s et thgel yw oauwmtt hr oyr, i tas r ih
a buoyed his popular support by 1implementin
agpwoaor and by accommodating the business co
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pular domestic support began to wane. Orte
e the political opposition was weak, divid
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couwption and mis manage mernets eomfr wseorcei atlh es enmcaui rni tfya cstyo
t he <¢ssysptreolPd eenga repealed the proposed refor ms,
int o npaosvse rannmieinlte dgtboyde st s, businesspeople, civil
and theClCutdbbDHascpsotall ed for eaglmyesilgrmatiionns. ahl
Ortega governmohitcaendupperparsa have violently re
least 320 people dead and thousands injured. The
reports of torture and disappearances. Thousands

0l 8]l ntAmer i can Commi ssion osedHumant Raghos (1 4
pex¢pemt s to Nicaragua to 1nvesctoingcaltuedepdot e nt i
t he Saecctuirointsy ofdowdled sble caoame s nadgaiaddtedhdmanit
ga to BGoivevemteingatadhorini ®scempealnlde@18he t
¢ hthlyedme syterdo i ndependeandnetwsi fpedletvicklk socie
r leddl gooordnmgnt has accused protesters art
pirimig teramaamdt shaatchtessc hiA€HdRs tf gat¢ o Bn g
iacgiaeisn s tu alNh ec aTtraugmp Ad mimp ssterc tsiaomec thiaghs agains
el offici®tes Rde avtuirdiilnlgo .Vi ¢ e
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t he sheec oWeds tpeoronr eHsEtmictopuhnetNreyc aifna gtm a
rowt lagle folrs Lalbd ne Atmk ¢ Pwuate otvheer t he
telligence Unit estimates the curren
of al most 3% in 20%8, and a further

i ohhaH$ @crt ¢ ons st hen aNdtcad agua Human Rights

uptiomn DActe mBfe L2-IDB.BR .().1 9TIh8e e mawr es t he
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For FY2018, CongmesstfidfiptmodPé vehepgment Assistance
Nicaragua under the U. S. Stratlrm¢gegCododre lIEindgaatgeedne nt
Appropritat2Z@®mhBE.-1AMcH SRe pd 5)XClolnSgabsgpuidorlee Secretary
of State to submit a report to the appropriate ¢
senior Nicaraguan government officials in corrup
Nicaragua.

For FY2PHHBate ApsprOopmisiattteepenr t t o i1its version of
aid pmpipatoi S.nRe i YA (53 1 08 commended $5 million 1in
stance Tther HViusar Apypa o ps irag g omts tCoO mimti st tweer s i o
9 appr obp.rRi¢a.t-8 Pothhbks. Rb.1)I61Dp &(D vi ded t hat the only
abadte smouwlhe be for programs to promote de mo
‘"@ohnegsrs 1 i d not complete action on FY2019 f
prove continuiomrg irgens caHsYs2ilsla8ntsnhegew amlsth d i n g

er 21, k&, flumalvinmgg tfoulBlengeessded by the
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“InterAmerican Commission on Human Rights, “CI DH Denounces th
Serious Human Rights Violationséin Cr i mes Against Humanity in Nicaragua,” pr e

“The World Bank, “Nicaragua: Country at a Glance,” August
SEI U, “Country Report: Nicaragua,” December 2018.
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o tihoemt, haclty 25, 201H, R¢ h oo 6HM&8iesmen i mags stchdd vi ol enc
secution, intimidation, and murders committed
1”zens .

additiosa®RS nFeporakkii®@andagwa: by nMBui eén Taft
ales

u

tin Vizcarra swapsr esswodrenn ti ni na sMaPrevshtpe2e0sli8d.e nHe h a «
drbol oPaKuczynski,r ewshiodebmesdbgnmgd add egations rela
zilian construction firm Odebrecht. An order]l
carra 1s serving out tshefyirviema imp d e2mt20lf Uhd yfor

icials from the previau$ httowg pRensudwdicdn® sgover n
o shiatvieonbeen 1implicated in the Iediekba ekuwhjti monrtie,r
dtelhe oFuer za Populiafiic tpoabretry, 2 Owla& taamidma dpsltdacecdeedn tiino n
36,pmadti hg investigation into herVialclaicgged i1 nv
made fighting (cAlrsrdC pstereco’pe e 6 h oplep ressepiodnyd.e d
ftly and strongllighbvel npwdscaanllabffncwhilshwe
otiating bribePBDespitachdmgppédeodttfegosbature t
tructive to the prevedegisdmtnumseedsmdppoatfft Yiozc
icial and ptohpeun bi @ ted d rDeerfc eimmh sear ¢ f2edtle8nAdnu m

r whel mi ng maj orciotnys toift uvtojtoencaklu dcphpagnogveesl o r m o f t
t makes judriefimlofh ppoamma imgamntdS i tnhaen cpi rnogh irbuil teiso, n
sievceg lreect i on &6t etegisbpeoted a return to a bic

uecohmasmybeen one of the strongest in Latin Am
r 5% per year because of the Wppaomiicmlianmt ¢gr nat
roddum mleecadnsomiTst Intelligensgee dagmovetsht i mat e
3n72Mmld8 predicts an average2002f3I ©3.Ma% cahn n2u0all 8 ,g
u andl Ghgnot h@r efhaswiff it efma mtuse t hlei,fJJnihtiecdh St at
hdrewsiigmed la7 )new tradevpaanhd Pheg€CempreoheAgr

Tr abhascf i ¢ Partnership

President Vizcarra 1is c¢ efnrtiiennudilnyg etchoen osmainte ptoylpiecsi
predecles$20PSe swagress grantedcehéegrnstuative br a:
aut hority fdnrd c6a0r rdaa ybse gan 1 ssuing a series of 1e
improve infrastructure. and stimulate economic gr
Social unrest and debate over exploitation of na
remain major challenges for any Peruvian governnn
industry and the rights of indigenous peoples 1in
interests ihneBDdc2¢0mblery ¢ zteem.s nign relgi e smiel ect ed
mining as tAhecuwr rgeonvte rcniosrpsut e involves a highway
protected areas and indigenous reserves 1n the A
governments have fohndtotbpbintecal tyadeflfdesire
indigenous with effaqgr tess ptecc i eanbcyoyutrhaeg etm uisni vmegsstsmesnetc
SMEIU, “Count r yoDRenberklt2018.P e r u
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Congressi ofharl RY20lb&,, the Trump Administration r
a 23% rfdéeaimei amount provided in FY2017, but Cong
al most §$74 minl Itiheen Cfomrs oHeirdm t ¢ dP .Alp .plr4bllpSx i at i ons Ac

For FX20tthe AdmnnistgnestEheelpdo’bMeomasked i Sanat e

Appropriatigdwnesr CiokomkiOtla% ef or e i g n,Ha iRde pat8p2p9rdolpSr 1 at i o
H. R. an%8 Re p-2 828 .1 53slple8c $ F2 emwhi 1 1 i on in INCLE assis:t
mi 1 1 i onAsi nn oFtMFd a'BCoowvneg,r etshse dlild5 not complete actio
aid appropripprone, mbusuretsdfdnading foreign aid
December 21, 201 8.

Venezuel a

Venezuela remains 1in the throes of a deep econon
aut horitarian rule of President Weinceozludesl aMadur o o
(PSUV) . Madur o, narrowylwnrelteatmed fter20@h3® flemtd «
Chavez (18200lf3f)i,cei sl 9u9n9p opul ar. He has wused the c
council to stifle opQnosliatnivoanr,y whOi,c h2 0i1s9 ,i nMaddiusraor r
foar second termlaeftd onwiomniMagn2dnf 2i0rl 8cont est t h

international election standards. The United Sta
He mi s phearie sc deretmed the election i1illegitimate. S «
their relations or enacted trasvegovbgmshmhamsd sanct
may follow suit. Thbeytropbhed Nhtiomlph slihagiombhayt a
branch of government.

Maddidsroreel ection capped off his efforts since 20
2017, protesters called for President Maduro to
Assembly. c®scymiatsshefdloprotests, with more than 1
Maduro then orchestrated the controversial July
Assembly to rewriwhiaahhwes coopmed ittt hdsi Naotwieornsa.l SAisnsceem
thMay 2018 elestgomernMadurbas arrested and tort:
military officers alleged to have been involved
201 8.

7

Venezuela also is experiemrdi by aapdrdi cwsntaactdmir
econpom4% 2XHhld7 18% i nhg®Wwd®B8opnfhl ammbs é6melr(adaannt] ) 1 8 on

and severe shortages of food and medicine that h
This crisis h8smdtivenmn Menezubhans to flee since
Hi gh Commi ssioner for Refugees. Presidésnt Madur o
economic problems while conditioning receipt of
anidncreasing military control over the economy.
restructure its debts, although that appears unl
Petr-1leos de(FVNéeWB8AuelHafad®ltAd on dwntds payvenent s i
nonpayment and seizures of PdVSA assets, i1includi
possible in 2019.

The United Sthatsaed tilodiet redaltlipns with Venezuel a
but friction Chaveasgadvammdmaent heand has intensifi
Uu. S policymakers have had concerns about the de
Venezuela and the lack of bilateral cooperation

ofcfiials have expressed increasing concerns Tregar

Congressional Research Service R45120 - VERSIONZ - UPDATED 42



Latin America and the Caribbean: Issues in the 115th Congress

- <
o B
o

< 0O O o= ©» S o
O v = o0 O c

w
1

5> o000 o0 =D RS e nez 0

O
o
o+ B o

©
—
©n oo =g B Q@

O e - - = S
a

>
5 =

uma

Out

Ma ny
sus¢t
stil
1n a
Ad mi

zuel a. In the wake of the May elections, t he
Maduro government and as sriisntg nVeen efzoure Inaeni gnhibgo

Trump Administration “udneferneeed %4tnhdd uMiEdaui2r® 1 8 el e
ar y,inla,u g2ulrla%lieogni taismaatne us’urtp ateigamr dof ttheweNrat i
mbly as the onleyr nmentt.i mAhke Adminncihs torfa tgioovn h
eted sanctions against Venezuelan officials
rmining democracy, and corruption, as well a
ficking. The, mystouvrcedtj'samrcgugpeunr at boMadtuao
viduals and 23 companies that allegedly stol
ident Trump has 1imposed broader economic san
rnmeY$ Aatnad Padcess U. SbafibaSciphrmbakessofdn¥
digital currency and Venezuelan debt. The Ad
imit or prohibit tr ahdes awictthi oViesn eczdsmell da . h aSsotneen

miwshee,roetahse r s caution that they could worsen the

Ad mionni saplrsaor i di n gminlelairdny i$M 7humanitarian ass:i

zuelans who have fled to other countries, 1 n
ressi ohlmd ' groenss took several actions to r
ation in Venezuela and the regional humanita
vary 2017, S hRe SS.ewbhifceh ,a papmmoonvge di t s provisions
olitical prisoners and expressed support for
e passed a bill ath.dR.a, 2réefs8& 1 Wietni eoznu eolna VEwmmazmietl
stance and Defense of Democratic Governance
nitarian assdsk.aRiecsg. H2b59%c Neme zgeedl ¢ he Venezuel
uspend the constituent assembly, hold electi
nitarian aid.

Y2018 appr opPr.ilLa-l #)dl fesn alcetgeids liant iManr ¢cch 2018, Co
million to support democracy and human 7r1ight
nistrationnrequdemedr 88 ymahli uman rights fu
ion less than what Congress approptfsiated 1in
ion of the FY2019 HoRej@Egw®nlid hppeoproutdeds
ion; the Senates AppBSopéid fBudbds h@dAmprobee ded
ion.

additiof€RS ITmf FomWeasndZFual2a3:0, Pol i ti cal and Ec
U.S. bRolICilay ¢ ;RRBahdoFB8eMdarkeZAudl7a:5U08er vi ew o0
tiopsMar kCRS $Sul Fovhlme IVFelned2Wel a Regi onal Mi
ibsy Rhoda Margesson,CRi8d REpaor ¥e Rl Batlda: Secl ke
ground an,d cUo oSr.d iRrea tactd otnysCRBaRep BRr baRAd650382 ¢ 1

r
ueHcaonomic Crisi,s:by sBadsc;,No@RSEolnng rFkoscsu s
enMesuePleat rol eum Sect,orbyanPdhiU.IS.p SBarnocwni on s

| ® ok tth&o nlglrée s s

&Jf St heconomic, polidimasls,e da thdlsiskeeelbybirtty ¢ on c
pngressibphati nnAmees¢a iam dt hGhoel gdGGrsighrbeesasn

lo nfpalceetsi ncg acffawmai gm &FiY® Ohaadtp r perpagpnodstiiecise m snt ¢
ssistamcecand thwedbkblgho20h9consideration of t
ni $st rFaYt2i02n0 foreign aid budget request.
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The '‘'Coagtekwillyl pay close attention to the crisdi
influence the Vésn ebzeuhealvaino rg oivne rrnenteunrtni ng t o de mo ¢
humanitafi@nprapgos sdMdniClaemd d3t Atge € e mweifitd ceUS MC A)

mcm'ﬂs‘oooﬁﬂwm'—“oﬁo

ongressional examination'TConndg Casksg;d ¢ s c omwss tdeamp i
he agreement before it can enter 1into force. I n
ffectiveness of U.S.nghksictvamactee ¢ ot ¢ heef Nowrtt sh etr m
nsecuriny, aadr humenorights violations; of parti
n¢orruption efforts in Guatemala and Hotmidamas,
gathetla ANCE LICOGngress alsoc wdiienmndingarlaltyi ocno ulledg i s 1
elated to the termination of TPS for Nicaragua,
escission of DACA.

ther potential ovEosmpgpgphsttshusgetundbofLotbmbida coc
uvilvtation and cocaine producti ofnocamsdi tgheonm ffecti
oumnar cotics and countertassostamcet tdhedMefaechoi g
igh level ofeHdauogedttvlmed Feeamuknitnrgy; how to respond
olitical repression and violence in Nicaragua,;
ngagement in the region and the appropriate U. S

dewlegg ected Presidesntwellali ra sBoclosnocnearrnos about t he
d human rights in the country.

Congressional Research Service R45120 - VERSIONZ - UPDATED 44



Latin America and the Caribbean: Issues in the 115th Congress

Appendix. Hear i ngs

ihGio nt dhree slsl 5

Table A -1. Congressional Hearings in the 11 5t Congress on Latin America

and the Caribbean

Committee and Subcommittee

Date

Title

House Homeland Security
Committee

House Foreign Affairs Committee,
Subcommittee on the Western
Hemisphere

House Forégn Affairs Committee,
Subcommittee on the Western
Hemisphere

House Foreign Affairs Committee,
Subcommittee on the Western
Hemisphere

House Foreign Affairs Committee,
Subcommittee on the Western
Hemisphere

House Foreign Affairs Committee,
Subcommikee on the Western
Hemisphere

House Foreign Affairs Committee,
Subcommittee on the Western
Hemisphere

House Foreign Affairs Committee,
Subcommittee on the Western
Hemisphere

House Agriculture Committee

House Foreign Affairs Committee,
Subcommittee on the Western
Hemisphere

House Foreign Affairs Committee,
Subcommittee on the Western
Hemisphere

February 7, 2017

February 28, 2017

March 28, 2017

May 17, 2017

May 24, 2017

June 7, 2017

July 122017

July 19, @17

July 26, 2017

September 13, 2017

November 8, 2017

Ending the Crisis: Ameri@a
Borders and the Patto Security

Issues and Opportunities in the
Western Hemisphere

Venezuel& Tragic Meltdown

Energy Opportunities in South
America

Expressing Support to the
Government of Argentina for Its
Investigation Into the Terrorist
Bombing of The Embassy of Israel
Buenos Aires on March 17, 1992;
Expressing Concern and
Condemnation Over the Political,
Economic, Social, And Humanitarie
Crisis in Venezuela; Reaffirming A
Strong Commitment to the United
StatesMexico Partnership; and
Nicaragua Investment
Conditionality Act of 2017

Energy Opportunities in North
America

Advancing U.S. Interests in the
Western Hemisphere: The FY2018
Budget Request

Implementing the U.SCaribbean
Strategic Engagement Act

Renegotiating NAFTA:
Opportunities for Agriculture

The Venezuela Crisis: The Maliciot
Influence of State and Criminal
Actors

Examining the Effectiveness of the
Kingpin Designation Act in the
Western Hemisphere
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Committee and Subcommittee

Date

Title

Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, Subcommittee on
Western Hemisphere, Transitional
Crime, Civilian Secity,
Democracy, Human Rights, and
Global Womert Issues

HouseForeign Affairs Committee,
Subcommittee on the Western
Hemisphere

House Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform
Subcommittee on National Security

Senate Foreign Relations
Committee

House Foreign Affairs Committee,
Subcommittee on the Western
Hemisphere

Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, Subcommittee on
Western Hemisphere, Transitional
Crime, Civilian Security,
Democracy, Human Rights, and
Global Womerds Issues

House Homeland Security
Committee, Subcommittee on the
Border and Maritime Security

House Foreign Affairs Committee,
Subcommittee on the Western
Hemisphere

House Homeland Security
Committee, Subcommittee orhe
Border and Maritime Security

House Foreign Affairs Committee,
Sulzommittee on the Western
Hemisphere

House Foreign Affairs Committee

House Foreign Affairs Committee,
Subcommittee on the Western
Hemisphere

House Foreign Affairs Committee,
Subcommittee on the Western
Hemisphere

January 9, 2018

January 10, 2018

January 16, 2018

January 30, 2018

February 14, 2018

April 10,2018

May 30, 2018

May 23, 2018

May 30, 2018

June 7, 2018

July 11, 2018

July 12, 2018

September 6, 2018

Attacks on U.S. Diplomats in Cuba
Response and Oversight

Upcoming Elections in the Westerr
Hemisphere: Implications for U.S.
Policy

The Obama Rapprochement with
the Castro Regime: The Anatomy
of a Policy Failure

The Economic Relationship
Between the United States, Canad
and Mexico

Advancing U.S. Interests Through
the Organization of American
States

Summit of the Americas: A Region
Strategy for Democratic
Governance Against Couaption in
the Hemisphere

Stopping The Daily Border Caraval
Time To Build A Policy Wall

Combatting Transnational Criminal
Threats inthe Western
Hemisphere

An Unsecure Border And The
Opioid Crisis: The Urgent Need
For Action To Save Lives

Advancing U.S. Business Investme
and Trade in the Americas

Advancing U.S. Interests in the
Western Hemisphere

Nicaraguan Crisis: Next Steps to
Advancing Democracy

U.S. Policyfoward Cuba

Source: CRS prepared by Nese F. DeBruyne, Senior Research Librarian.

Notes: See also hearing information at House Foreign Affairs Committéétas://foreignaffairs.house.gov/
hearing, Senate Foreign Relations Committeehétp://www.foreign.senate.gdwarings
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