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OCT.17.20888  S5:87PM LEGAL

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 4392, the “Intelligence Authorization
Act for Piscal Year 2001.” The Act authorizes appropriations for intelligence and
intelligence related activities of the United States during fiscal year 2001. This
legislation contains numerous provisions that will contribute to the effectiveness,
efficiency and security of essential U.S, intelligence activities. |

This Act also establishes a new felony offense for the unauthorized disclosure of
classified information. Specifically. tFhe Act prohibits a person with authorized
access to clagsified information from disclosing classified information to someone
he or she knows is not authorized to receive it. This applies only to information
that is propetly classified under the applicable Executive Order, meaning that a
proper determination was made that its unauthorized disclosure of that information
reasonably could be expected to result in demage to the national security. In In that

- connection, it is important to note that -Fthe Executive Order %lﬁt—reqa’rresﬂ%&t

- determnination-also specifically prohibits classifying information in order to conceal
violations of law, inefficiency, or administrative etror or to prevent embarrassment
to the government.

Unauthorized disclosures of classified information can be extremely a8
harmful as-espionage-in-terms-of petential-danger-to the national security interests
of the United States, They- Unauthorized disclosures can hinder the-m ___xabﬂﬁy to

make decisions affecting our nation’s security and put at risk the- scarce and
irreplaceable intelligence sources and methods indispensable for acquiring the

" information necessary in order to make for-those decisions in the most best
possible way—In-generslAlthough [ believe it would probably be preferable -the

. preforred-way-to address this problem is-through stricter application of personnel
security praetices-practices, including end administrative sanctions where
appropriate, —This- this law may provide an even stronger deterrent. Iam
concerned to ensure, however, that this new provision -itnot be appliedina
manner that could chills legitimate, Constitutionally protected activity or turss
debates-over-the-exereise- transform questions of judgment into criminal referrals.
For these reasons, I believe it i3 extraordinarily important f-expeet-that the Ius‘ace
Department will-use its prosecutorial discretion wisely when apparently
unauthorized disclosures are referred to it for possible prosecution undcr this new

QI’OV'I sion
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Today, I have signed into law H.R. 4392, the “Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2001.” The Act authorizes appropriations for intelligence and intelligence related activities
of the United States during fiscal year 2001. This legislation contains numerous provisions that
will contribute to the effectiveness, efficiency and security of essential U.S. intelligence
activities. bl Zon

classified information. Specificdlly, the Act prohibits a person with authorized access to
classified information from disglosing classified information to someone he or she knows is not
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Unauthorized disclosures of classified information can be extremely harmful to the
~ national security interests of the United States. Unauthorized disclosures can hinder my ability
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Today, I have signed into law H.R. 4392, the “Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2001.” The Act authorizes appropriations for intelligence and intelligence related activities
of the United States during fiscal year 2001. This legislation contains numerous provisions that
will contribute to the effectiveness, efficiency and security of essential U.S. intelligence
activities. :

This Act also establishes a new felony offense for the unauthorized disclosure of
classified information. Specifically, the Act prohibits a person with authorized access to
¢lassified information from disclosing classified information to someone he or she knows is not
authorized to receive it. This prohibition applies only to information that is properly classified
under the applicable Executive Order, meaning that a proper determination has been made that
unauthorized disclosure of that information reasonably could be expected to result in damage to
the national security. In this connection, it is important to note that the Executive Order also
specifically prohibits classifying information in order to conceal violations of law, inefficiency,
or administrative error or to prevent embarrassment to the government.

Unauthorized disclosures of classified information can be extremely harmful to the
national security interests of the United States. Unauthorized disclosures can hinder my ability
to make decisions affecting our nation’s security and put at risk scarce and irreplaceable
intelligence sources and methods indispensable for acquiring the information necessary to make
those decisions in the best possible way. Although many of the problems this legislation seeks to
address should normally be handled through strict application of personnel security practices,
including administrative sanctions where appropriate, this new law provides an alternative in
~ circumstances where other measures may be necessary. I strongly believe, however, that this
new provision should not be applied in a manner that could chill legitimate activity or transform
questions of judgment into criminal referrals. It is extraordinarily important, therefore, that the
Justice Department use its prosecutorial discretion wisely when apparently unauthorized
disclosures are referred to it for possible prosecution under this new provision.
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Today, I have signed into law H.R. 4392, the “Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2001.” The Act authorizes appropriations for intelligence and intelligence related activities
of the United States during fiscal year 2001. This legislation contains numerous provisions that
will contribute to the effectlveness efficiency and security of essentlal U.S. mtelhgence
activities.

This Act also establishes a new felony offense for the unauthorized disclosure of
classified information. Specifically, the Act prohibits a person with authorized access to
classified information from disclosing classified information to someone he or she knows is not
authorized to receive it. This prohibition applies only to information that is properly classified
under the applicable Executive Order, meaning that a proper determination has been made that
unauthorized disclosure of that information reasonably could be expected to result in damage to
the national security. In this connection, it is important to note that the Executive Order also -
specifically prohibits classifying information in order to conceal violations of law, inefficiency,
or administrative error or to prevent embarrassment to the government.

Unauthorized disclosures of classified information can be extremely harmful to the
national security interests of the United States. Unauthorized disclosures can hinder my ability
to make decisions affecting our nation’s security and put at risk scarce and irreplaceable
intelligence sources and methods indispensable for acqumng the 1nformat10n necessary to make
those dec151ons in the best p0531b1e way. A hough-Ik 8-V ely-be

administrative sanctions where appropriate, I strongly believe, however, that this new provision
should not be applied in a manner that could chill legitimate activity or transform questions of
judgment into criminal referrals. It is extraordinarily important, therefore, that the Justice
Department use its prosecutorial discretion wisely when apparently unauthorized disclosures are
referred to it for possible prosecution under this new provision.
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

A Today, I have signed into law H.R. 4392, the “Intelhgence Authorization /
Act for Fiscal Year 2001.” The Act authorizes appropriations for intelligence and L/)
intelligence related activities of the United States during fiscal year 2001. This 7,
legislation contains numerous provisions that will contribute to the effectiveness, 7/
efficiency and security of essential U.S, intelligence activities. /9(‘/4: $1T1e /f ,

This Act also establishes a new felony offense for the unauthcrized disclosure of
classified information. Specifically, tFhe Act prohibits aperson with anthorized
access to clagsified information from disclosing classjfied information to someone
he or she knows is not authorized to receive it. This‘applies only to information
that is propetly classified under the applicable Executive Order, meaning thaf a

per deternunation Was made that #efunauthorized disclosure of that information
“reasonably could be expected to result in demage to the national security. In thet 7%y
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