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Dear Dr. Aftergood: 

This responds to your letter, dated 8 October 2014, appealing the National Security 
Agency/Central Security Service's (NSNCSS) denial ofinformation under your 10 March 2014 
Freedom ofInformation Act (FOIA) request to the Department ofDefense for "a copy ofany 
notifications to Congress that may have been transmitted by DoD in the past 12 months 
conceming authorized public disclosures of intelligence information." 

1 have reviewed your request, the Chief ofthe FOIA Office's response to you, your 
appealletter, and the responsive document. Further, a line-by-line review ofthe document has 
also been conducted on appeal. As a result of my review, 1 have granted your appeal in part. 

The withheld information continues to be currently and properly classified in accordance 
with Executive Order 13526. The information meets the criteria for classification as set forth in 
subparagraph (c) of Section 1.4 of Executive Order 13526 and remains currently and properly 
classified TOP SECRET as provided in Section 1.2 of the Executive Order. As such, it is 
exempt from disclosure pursuant to the first exemption ofthe FOIA. The information is 
classified because its disclosure could reasonably be expected to cause exceptionally grave 
damage to the national security. 

In addition, this Agency is authorized by various statutes to protect certain information 
conceming its activities. We have determined that such information exists in this document. 
Accordingly, those portions are exempt from disclosure pursuant to the third exemption ofthe 
FOIA, which provides for the withholding ofinformation specifically protected from disclosure 
by statute. The specific statutes applicable in this case are Title 18 U.S. Code 798; Title 50 U.S. 
Code 3024(i); and Section 6, Public Law 86-36 (50 U.S. Code 3605). 

Since your appeal is denied in part, you are hereby advised of your right pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. §552(a)(4)(B) and 5 U.S.C. §552a(g)(I)(B) to seekjudicial review ofmy decision in 



the United States District Court in the district in which you reside, in which you have your 
principal place ofbusiness, in which the Agency records are situated (U.S. District Court of 
Maryland), or in the District of Columbia. 

Encl: 
aJs 

Sincerely, 

cDc.Jd~ 
DAVID J. SHERMAN 

Chief, Strategy, Plans and Policy 
Freedom of InformationlPrivacy Act Appeal Authority 
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: MEMORANDUM FOR 
, STAFF DlRECTOR AND MINORITY STAFF DIREC'!'OR 

TTEE ON IN1'ELLIGENCE נMHOUSE PERMANENT SELECT COM 

Congressiona) Notification - Authorized Disclosures ofClassifjed ךיגז;' SUBJECT: ('1'6 "it 
Infonnation to Media Personnel-INFORMATION MEMORANDUM 

8''i1'0 15) As we have previously informed Committee statT. the National Security '['( 
Agency (NSA) has providedl 8with access to NSA personnel and faciiities in order 

c:נ., to sup ort an accurdte and balanced public ortrayal ofNSA's missjon and activities 
ier media 1שhis engagement, along witb t\Xo.e ז

osure of classified זQ. di9C זV9Jved the authoriz ןו."' ·n1---on--.r-i-, J ~ s"e-ve-r ~ st ~ e-p-a ~ th ~ r ~ ts""'o-ve ~ e-n-g"'ag"'e"m-e-n " 

I (b)(3)-P.L. 86-36 I infor:mation. 

1'8;';(81'9IP) For each ofthe three engagements, tbe decision to disclose classified ( 
infonnation was made in consultation with the Director ofNational Intelligence purSUimt to 

mains proper)y .. Executive Order 13526, and in each case the infi 
) (b)(3)-50 USC 3024(i classified, The circumstances for each folJow: 

86-36 . b)(3)-P.L ( 

I I םt זתזזונ<;• 'These·distl1Ssio IP) • כן".ilil "(ij ( • 
cJosed were NSA 's use of metadata to locate iיs Noteworthy among the c1assified lopics.d 

, fProcesses we follow 10 assist jn locating hostages ז.h terrorists, tbe techniques we use an4 
overseas support to the ו· I 

warfighter and U.S. al1ies in war ZQnes, and NSA support to ovcra]) USG efforts to 
') personnel executed non-disclosure agreement ווmitigate cyber thrcats. The 

. that covered a11 classified discussions 

 • ) TIiI "!iוי' IP (ו trhe discussion concemedוו
order to correct iיClassified information was disclosed i ו• 

rc::נ tbe reporter about the nature and circumstances o ~ inaccurate undersuindings held b 
ו I Discussions· rtmgcd uP"l:Qו .ו : ... .. :.. . '. . . . . . . . 

 · ~~~~~=:;;;ז; siop c·oqcemed tbe ~ The· disוו
o lirnit rזt ified 1nfcjrmation was disclosed in an effo ~ apabi i(y: e: 

I וbility ~~ 3S.o' 6יead tp .t4e'l ~ ....... a( c'bald ~ n-ו... ep-o-rt ~ o-r a-v-o .... 1 .. r " 
""'" __ ;;_ ___ ,...,. :.at .,. .... rוr .. rוr .. ~ ~ 10וו Discussions ranged up 

(b)(1) 
(b)(3)-50 USC 3024(i) 
(b)(3)-P.L.86-36 
(b)(3)-18 USC 798 
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.~---~~ 
ETHAN L. BAUMAN 

irector, Legisiative Affairs Office ם
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NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY 
FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, MARYLAND 20755-6000 

STEVEN AFTERGOOD 
1725 DESALES STREET NW, SUITE 600 
WASHINGTON DC 20036 

Dear Mr. Aftergood: 

FOIA Case: 100538A 
9 January 2020 

This responds to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request of 
9 January 2017, which was received by this office on 9 January 2017, for "a 
copy of any NSA notification to Congress concerning *authorized* disclosures of 
classified information to media personnel in calendar years 2014, 2015, 2016." 
As previously provided, your request has been assigned Case Number 100538. 
There are no assessable fees for this request. 

Your request has been processed under the provisions of the FOIA. A 
thorough search of our files was conducted, but no records responsive to your 
request were located. 

You may appeal this decision. If you decide to appeal, you should do so 
in the manner outlined below. NSA will endeavor to respond within 20 working 
days of receiving any appeal, absent any unusual circumstances. 

• The appeal must be sent via U.S. postal mail, fax or electronic 
delivery (e-mail) and addressed to: 

NSA FOIA/PA Appeal Authority (P132) 
National Security Agency 
9800 Savage Road STE 6932 
Fort George G. Meade, MD 20755-6932 

The facsimile number is 443-479-3612. 
The appropriate email address to submit an appeal is 
FOIARSC@nsa.gov. 

• It must be postmarked or delivered electronically no later than 90 
calendar days from the date of this letter. Decisions appealed after 
90 days will not be addressed. 

• Please include the case number provided above. 



FOIA Case: 100538A 

• Please describe with sufficient detail why you believe the denial of 
requested information was unwarranted. 

You may also contact our FOIA Public Liaison at foialo@nsa.gov for any 
further assistance and to discuss any aspect of your request. Additionally, you 
may contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) at the 
National Archives and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA 
mediation services they offer. The contact information for OGIS is as follows: 

Office of Government Information Services 
National Archives and Records Administration 
8601 Adelphi Rd- OGIS 
College Park, MD 207 40 
ogis@nara. gov 
877-684-6448 
(Fax) 202-741-5769 

Sincerely, 

JOHN R. CHAPMAN 
Chief, FOIA/PA Office 

NSA Initial Denial Authority 


